December 23, 2018

TIME OF REFLECTION

“Man’s maker was made man that He, Ruler of the stars, might nurse at His mother’s breast;
that the Bread might hunger, the Fountain thirst, the Light sleep, the Way be tired on its
journey; that Truth might be accused of false witnesses, the Teacher be beaten with whips,
the Foundation be suspended on wood; that Strength might grow weak; that the Healer

might be wounded; that Life might die.”
~Augustine of Hippo

“One has a picture of someone going right down and dredging the sea bottom... One has the
picture of a diver, stripping off garment after garment, making himself naked, then flashing
for a moment in the air, and then down through the green, and warm, and sunlit water into
the pitch-black, cold, freezing water, down into the mud and slime, then up again, his lungs
almost bursting, back again to the green and warm and sunlit water, and then at last out into
the sunshine, holding in his hand the dripping thing he went down to get. This thing is
human nature; but, associated with it, all Nature, the new universe.”

~C. S. Lewis, The Grand Miracle



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “The Celebration of Christmas” — Ryan Bouton

SERMON PASSAGE — Luke 2:8-14, Hebrews 1:1-4, John 1:9-14, Revelation 5:5-6 (ESV)

Luke 2

8 And in the same region there were
shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. * And an angel of
the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were
filled with great fear. '° And the angel said to
them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good
news of great joy that will be for all the
people. ! For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. '2 And this will be a sign for you: you
will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.” ' And
suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God
and saying,

4 <“Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace among those
with whom he is pleased!”

Hebrews 1

"Long ago, at many times and in many
ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,
2but in these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world. 3 He is
the radiance of the glory of God and the exact
imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe
by the word of his power. After making

purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand
of the Majesty on high, 4 having become as much
superior to angels as the name he has inherited is
more excellent than theirs.

John 1

9The true light, which gives light to everyone,
was coming into the world. '°He was in the
world, and the world was made through him, yet
the world did not know him. '' He came to his
own, and his own people did not receive him.
12But to all who did receive him, who believed
in his name, he gave the right to become children
of God, 13 who were born, not of blood nor of the
will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of
God.

4 And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and
truth.

Revelation 5

> And one of the elders said to me, “Weep no
more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the
Root of David, has conquered, so that he can
open the scroll and its seven seals.”

% And between the throne and the four living
creatures and among the elders I saw a Lamb
standing, as though it had been slain, with seven
horns and with seven eyes, which are the seven
spirits of God sent out into all the earth.



