February 27, 2022 - Order of Worship

TIME OF REFLECTION

“By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises was
in the act of offering up his only son, of whom it was said, ‘Through Isaac shall your offspring be
named.” He considered that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively
speaking, he did receive him back.”

~Hebrews 11:17-19

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
~Psalm 119:105

“The primary purpose of reading the Bible is not to know the Bible but to know God.”
~James Merritt

“Jesus was God spelling himself out in language humanity could understand.”
~S.D. Gordon

“Not only do we not know God except through Jesus Christ; We do not even know ourselves except
through Jesus Christ.”
~Blaise Pascal

“He came the first time to die; He is coming again to raise the dead. When He came the first time, they
questioned whether He was King; the next time the world will know that He is King of kings and Lord
of lords. The first time He wore a crown of thorns; the next time He will be wearing a crown of glory.
The first time He came in poverty; the next time He is coming in power. The first time He had an
escort of angels; the next time He will come with ten thousands of His saints. The first time He came
in meekness; He is coming again in majesty.”

~Adrian Rogers

“Once a man 1s united to God, how could he not live forever?”
~C.S. Lewis

“God’s commands are designed to guide you to life’s very best. You will not obey Him, if you do not
believe Him and trust Him. You cannot believe Him if you do not love Him. You cannot love Him
unless you know Him.”

~Henry Blackaby

“It is Christ who is to be exalted, not our feelings. We will know Him by obedience, not by emotions.
Our love will be shown by obedience, not by how good we feel about God at a given moment.”
~Elisabeth Elliot



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “Keep and Be Kept” — Abrm McQuarters

SERMON PASSAGE  John 8:39-59 (ESV)

31'So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed
him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my
disciples, *? and you will know the truth, and the truth
will set you free.” 33 They answered him, “We are
offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved
to anyone. How is it that you say, “You will become
free’?”

34 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, 1 say to
you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.
33 The slave does not remain in the house forever; the
son remains forever. 3¢ So if the Son sets you free, you
will be free indeed. " I know that you are offspring of
Abraham; yet you seek to kill me because my word
finds no place in you. *®I speak of what [ have seen
with my Father, and you do what you have heard from
your father.”

3 They answered him, “Abraham is our father.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children,
you would be doing the works Abraham did, *°but
now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the
truth that I heard from God. This is not what Abraham
did. ! You are doing the works your father did.” They
said to him, “We were not born of sexual immorality.
We have one Father—even God.” #*Jesus said to
them, “If God were your Father, you would love me,
for I came from God and I am here I came not of my
own accord, but he sent me. ¥ Why do you not
understand what I say? It is because you cannot bear
to hear my word. ** You are of your father the devil,
and your will is to do your father’s desires. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he

lies, he speaks out of his own character, for he is a liar
and the father of lies. * But because I tell the truth,
you do not believe me. *¢ Which one of you convicts
me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe
me? *” Whoever is of God hears the words of God.
The reason why you do not hear them is that you are
not of God.”

“8 The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in
saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?”
4 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor
my Father, and you dishonor me. % Yet I do not seek
my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the
judge. *! Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my
word, he will never see death.” 3 The Jews said to
him, “Now we know that you have a demon!
Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If
anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’
53 Are you greater than our father Abraham, who
died? And the prophets died! Who do you make
yourself out to be?” 3 Jesus answered, “If I glorify
myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who
glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.” 3 But
you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say
that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but
I do know him and I keep his word. 3 Your father
Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw
it and was glad.” 37 So the Jews said to him, “You are
not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”
38 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before
Abraham was, I am.” ¥ So they picked up stones to
throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of
the temple.



