
April 7, 2024 – Order of Worship 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“To any normal person, the practice of communion is one of the most bizarre things that Christians 
do. Jesus’ cannibalistic tendencies offer explicit evidence that Jesus is not God.”  

~Marshall Brain, Atheist blogger 
 
“The story about the initiation of young novices is as much to be detested as it is well known. An 
infant covered over with meal, that it may deceive the unwary, is placed before him who is to be 
stained with their rites: this infant is slain by the young pupils... Thirstily – O horror! they lick up its 
blood; eagerly they divide its limbs. By this victim they are pledged together; with this consciousness 
of wickedness they are covenanted to mutual silence.”  

~Minucius Felix, 3rd  century Christian apologist, describing  
a common Roman misunderstanding of Communion 

 
“If Melanchthon were alive today, he might not weep because of controversies that surround the 
Lord’s Supper, but he might well sorrow because of our indifference to its meaning and importance.”  

~Erwin Lutzer, Canadian minister and radio broadcaster 
 
“In the presence of Christ the Lord’s Supper joins the past and the future. History and eschatology in 
a unique way, and becomes the token of liberating grace…Understood as a eucharist in this sense, the 
feast of Christ’s fellowship is the great thanksgiving to the Father for everything he has made in 
creation and has achieved in the reconciliation of the world, and has promised to accomplish in its 
redemption.”  

~Jürgen Moltmann. 20th century German theologian 
 
“As two pieces of wax fused together make one so he who receives holy communion is so united with 
Christ that Christ is in him and he is in Christ.”  

~Cyril of Alexandria, 5th century Egyptian theologian 
 
“The purpose of the Lord’s Supper is to receive from Christ the nourishment and strength and hope 
and joy that come from feasting our souls on all that He purchased for us on the cross, especially His 
own fellowship.”  

~John Piper, American pastor and author 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “The Sorrowful Feast of Joy” – Lindsay Whaley 

SERMON PASSAGE – 1 Corinthians 10:14-17, 11:23-33 Mark 14:12-24 (NIV)  
 
1 Corinthians 10 

14 Therefore, my dear friends, flee from 
idolatry. 15 I speak to sensible people; judge for 
yourselves what I say. 16 Is not the cup of 
thanksgiving for which we give thanks a 
participation in the blood of Christ? And is not the 
bread that we break a participation in the body of 
Christ? 17 Because there is one loaf, we, who are 
many, are one body, for we all share the one loaf. 
 
1 Corinthians 11 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also 
passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he 
was betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 
25 In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks 
the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be 
guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the 
Lord. 28 Everyone ought to examine themselves 
before they eat of the bread and drink from the 
cup. 29 For those who eat and drink without 
discerning the body of Christ eat and drink 
judgment on themselves. 30 That is why many 
among you are weak and sick, and a number of 
you have fallen asleep. 31 But if we were more 
discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not 
come under such judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when 
we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are 
being disciplined so that we will not be finally 
condemned with the world. 

33 So then, my brothers and sisters, when you 
gather to eat, you should all eat together. 

Mark 14 
12 On the first day of the Festival of 

Unleavened Bread, when it was customary to 
sacrifice the Passover lamb, Jesus’ disciples asked 
him, “Where do you want us to go and make 
preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 

13 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them, 
“Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water 
will meet you. Follow him. 14 Say to the owner of 
the house he enters, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is 
my guest room, where I may eat the Passover with 
my disciples?’ 15 He will show you a large room 
upstairs, furnished and ready. Make preparations 
for us there.” 

16 The disciples left, went into the city and 
found things just as Jesus had told them. So they 
prepared the Passover. 

17 When evening came, Jesus arrived with the 
Twelve. 18 While they were reclining at the table 
eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of you will 
betray me—one who is eating with me.” 

19 They were saddened, and one by one they 
said to him, “Surely you don’t mean me?” 

20 “It is one of the Twelve,” he replied, “one 
who dips bread into the bowl with me. 21 The Son 
of Man will go just as it is written about him. But 
woe to that man who betrays the Son of Man! It 
would be better for him if he had not been born.” 

22 While they were eating, Jesus took bread, 
and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my 
body.” 

23 Then he took a cup, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave it to them, and they all drank from 
it. 

24 “This is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many,” he said to them. 
 
 
 

 


