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TIME OF REFLECTION  
“We’re all generous, but with different things, like time, money, talent—criticism.” 
 
“Most of the good things that have happened to me, happened by accident when I was 
trying to help someone else.” 

~Frank A. Clark, American writer and cartoonist 
 
“Among us you will find uneducated persons, craftsmen, and old women, who, if they are 
unable in words to prove the benefit of our doctrine, yet by their deeds exhibit the benefit 
arising from their persuasion of its truth. They do not rehearse speeches, but exhibit good 
works; when struck, they do not strike again; when robbed, they do not go to law; they 
give to those that ask of them, and love their neighbors as themselves.”  

~A Plea for the Christians (A.D. 177), by Athenagoras,  
a Christian and Philosopher, written to the Roman Emperor 

 
“Whoever is truly humbled — will not be easily angry, nor harsh or critical of others. He 
will be compassionate and tender to the infirmities of his fellow-sinners, knowing that if 
there is a difference — it is grace alone which has made it! He knows that he has the 
seeds of every evil in his own heart. And under all trials and afflictions — he will look to 
the hand of the Lord, and lay his mouth in the dust, acknowledging that he suffers much 
less than his iniquities have deserved.” 

~John Newton (1725-1807), author of “Amazing Grace” 
 
“But Christianity is profoundly counterintuitive—‘Love thy neighbor as thyself’— which 
I think properly understood means your neighbor is as worthy of love as you are, not that 
you’re actually going to be capable of this sort of superhuman feat.  But you’re supposed 
to run against the grain.  It’s supposed to be difficult. It’s supposed to be a challenge.” 

 ~Marilynne Robinson, author of the Pulitzer Prize winning Gilead 
 
“The truth does not change according to our ability to stomach.” 

~Flannery O’Connor (1925-1964), American writer 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “The Gospel & Good Works: Part 3” – Pastor Don Willeman 
 
SERMON PASSAGES – selected scriptures (NASB)  
Titus 2 

13 …our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus, 14 …gave Himself for us to redeem us from every 
lawless deed, and to purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds. 

 

Matthew 5 
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; 15 nor does anyone 

light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father who is in heaven. 

 

1 Peter 2 
11 Beloved, I urge you as aliens and strangers to abstain from fleshly lusts which wage war 

against the soul. 12 Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which 
they slander you as evildoers, they may because of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify 
God in the day of visitation. 

 

1 Thessalonians 4 
9 Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no need for anyone to write to you, for you 

yourselves are taught by God to love one another; 10 for indeed you do practice it toward all the 
brethren who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, to excel still more, 11 and to make it 
your ambition to lead a quiet life and attend to your own business and work with your hands, just 
as we commanded you, 12 so that you will behave properly toward outsiders and not be in any 
need. 

 

Philippians 2 
14 Do all things without grumbling or disputing; 15 so that you will prove yourselves to be 

blameless and innocent, children of God above reproach in the midst of a crooked and perverse 
generation, among whom you appear as lights in the world… 
 

Titus 3 
1 Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for every 

good deed, 2 to malign no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing every consideration for all men. 
 

John 13 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, 

that you also love one another. 35 By this all men will know that you are My disciples, if you have 
love for one another.” 

 

Hebrews 10 
24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds, 25 not forsaking 

our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another; and all the 
more as you see the day drawing near. 


