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The Kingdom Perspective 

Jesus’s Radical Love 

 
  
Hello, this is Pastor Don Willeman of Christ Redeemer Church. Welcome to The Kingdom Perspective. 
 
The gospel is good news for sinners. This is both its attraction and its irritation.  
 
If I think of myself as a pretty good guy who only needs a little self-improvement here or there, then I am 
going to be offended at the notion that the Son of God had to die on a bloody cross to take away my sin. I 
can accept the notion of Jesus as my self-help guru. However, I cannot stomach the notion that my sin is 
so bad it caused the suffering and death of God Himself. I am going to chafe at the idea that, as Jesus put 
it, I “must be born again” and I must “deny [my] self and take up the cross daily”. Why does a person who 
is basically good need to take such drastic measures? 
 
However, if, on the other hand, Jesus is the savior of the helpless sinners (Romans 5:6)—if sin is so 
pervasive and overpowering that “without Him [I] can do nothing” (John 15)—then the suffering and 
death of the Son of God on the cross for me is going to be the best and sweetest news I’ve ever heard. 
 
Listen to the beautiful words of author, poet and hip-hop artist Jackie Hill Perry: 
 

“Jesus had the guilty in mind when He hung high and stretched out wide.... He, bare-bodied and 
face set on joy, became as a slaughtered lamb underneath the wrath of God... Didn't He know that 
wrath was mine? It even had my name on it. But He knew... Without asking my permission, a 
good God had come to my rescue.”  

 
Something to think about from The Kingdom Perspective. 
 

“For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will hardly die for a 
righteous man; though perhaps for the good man someone would dare even to die. But God demonstrates His 
own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, having now been 
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from the wrath of God through Him. For if while we were enemies we 
were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by 
His life. And not only this, but we also exult in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now 
received the reconciliation.” 

~ Romans 5:6-11 (NASB) 
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