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TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“But in Huxley’s vision [Brave New World], no Big Brother is required to deprive 
people of their autonomy, maturity and history. As he saw it, people will come to love 
their oppression, to adore the technologies that undo their capacities to think…Huxley 
feared the truth would be drowned in a sea of irrelevance…Huxley feared we would 
become a trivial culture, preoccupied with some equivalent of the feelies, the orgy 
porgy, and the centrifugal bumblepuppy…Huxley feared that what we love will ruin 
us.”  

~Neil Postman, foreword to Amusing Ourselves to Death 
 
“The paradox of hospitality is that it wants to create emptiness, not a fearful emptiness, 
but a friendly emptiness where strangers can enter and discover themselves as created 
free; free to sing their own songs, speak their own languages, dance their own dances; 
free also to leave and follow their own vocations. Hospitality is not a subtle invitation 
to adopt the life style of the host, but the gift of a chance for the guest to find his own.” 

~ Henri J.M. Nouwen (1932-1996), Reaching Out 
 
“Spending time in God’s presence doesn’t weaken the body. Leaving the seemingly 
innocent and permissible pleasure of the world for a time will, on the contrary, give us 
comfort. In fact, God won’t allow a soul that is searching for Him to be comforted 
anywhere other than with him. So it makes sense to sacrifice ourselves for some time in 
His presence.” 

~Brother Lawrence (1614-1619) in The Practice of the Presence of God 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “Keep Calm and Carry On”– Kevin Schwartz 
 
SERMON PASSAGE –  1 Peter 4:1-11 (ESV)  
 

1Since therefore Christ suffered in the 
flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of 
thinking, for whoever has suffered in the 
flesh has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for 
the rest of the time in the flesh no longer for 
human passions but for the will of God. 3 For 
the time that is past suffices for doing what 
the Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, 
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking 
parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect 
to this they are surprised when you do not 
join them in the same flood of debauchery, 
and they malign you; 5 but they will give 
account to him who is ready to judge the 
living and the dead. 6 For this is why the 
gospel was preached even to those who are 
dead, that though judged in the flesh the way 
people are, they might live in the spirit the 
way God does. 

 

7 The end of all things is at hand; 
therefore be self-controlled and sober-
minded for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above 
all, keep loving one another earnestly, since 
love covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show 
hospitality to one another without grumbling. 
10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve 
one another, as good stewards of God's 
varied grace: 11 whoever speaks, as one who 
speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as 
one who serves by the strength that God 
supplies—in order that in everything God 
may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To 
him belong glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

 
  


