
March 17, 2024 – Order of Worship 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“If you live for people’s acceptance, you will die from their rejection.”  

~Lecrae, rapper and producer 
 
“Care about what other people think and you will always be their prisoner.”  

~Attributed to Lao Tzu, 6th century B.C. Chinese philosopher 
 
“I can’t tell you the key to success, but the key to failure is trying to please everyone.”  

~Ed Sheeran, singer-songwriter 
 
“You wouldn’t worry so much about what others think of you if you realized how seldom they do.”  

~Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962), diplomat, activist, and First Lady 
 
“He that hung up the earth in space was Himself hanged up; He that fixed the heavens was fixed with 
nails; He that bore up the earth was borne up on a tree; the Lord of all was subjected to ignominy in a 
naked body—God put to death!” 

~Melito, Bishop of Sardis (writing circa 160-177) 
 
“At the heart of the gospel is the promise that in Christ we can have a new beginning, a fresh start 
where…we can experience the new creation power of God, the same power that he will one day use 
to transform all of creation into a new heavens and new earth for his people to dwell in with him 
forever.” 

~Matthew S. Harmon, New Testament scholar 
 
“Lo! my God, without merit on my part, of His pure and free mercy, has given to me (an unworthy, 
condemned, and contemptible creature) all the riches of justification and salvation in Christ. For such 
a Father then, who has overwhelmed me with these inestimable riches of His, why should I not freely, 
cheerfully, with my whole heart and with an eager will, do all that I know will be pleasing to Him, 
and acceptable in His sight? 
 
“I will therefore give myself, as a sort of Christ, to my neighbor, as Christ has given Himself to me; 
and will do nothing in this life, except what I see will be needful, advantageous, and wholesome for 
my neighbor, since by faith I abound in all good things in Christ.” 

~Martin Luther (1483-1546), On the Freedom of the Christian 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “Boasting in the Cross” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Galatians 6:11-18 (ESV)  

Galatians 6  
11 See with what large letters I am writing to 

you with my own hand. 12 It is those who want to 
make a good showing in the flesh who would 
force you to be circumcised, and only in order 
that they may not be persecuted for the cross of 
Christ. 13 For even those who are circumcised do 
not themselves keep the law, but they desire to 
have you circumcised that they may boast in your 
flesh. 14 But far be it from me to boast except in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the 
world has been crucified to me, and I to the 
world. 15 For neither circumcision counts for 
anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation. 
16 And as for all who walk by this rule, peace and 
mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God. 

17 From now on let no one cause me trouble, 
for I bear on my body the marks of Jesus. 

18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
your spirit, brothers. Amen. 
 
2 Corinthians 5 

11 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, 
we persuade others. But what we are is known to 
God, and I hope it is known also to your 
conscience. 12 We are not commending ourselves  
 

to you again but giving you cause to boast about 
us, so that you may be able to answer those who 
boast about outward appearance and not about 
what is in the heart. 13 For if we are beside 
ourselves, it is for God; if we are in our right 
mind, it is for you. 14 For the love of Christ 
controls us, because we have concluded this: that 
one has died for all, therefore all have died; 15 and 
he died for all, that those who live might no 
longer live for themselves but for him who for 
their sake died and was raised. 

16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one 
according to the flesh. Even though we once 
regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard 
him thus no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed 
away; behold, the new has come. 
 
Galatians 2 

20 I have been crucified with Christ. It is no 
longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. 
And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 21 I do not nullify the grace of 
God, for if righteousness were through the law, 
then Christ died for no purpose. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


