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TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“Ultimately, many of the lost and the confused and the separated found themselves and 
their loved ones at the Boylston Street end of the Public Garden. There was a general 
milling about and, for a moment, it almost seemed as though the spirit of the day had 
been recaptured, until you realized that a lot of this joy was about finding out your wife 
or your son wasn’t maimed, and until you saw the people sitting alone, their backs 
against the trees, staring up through the branches as if they were hanging prayers on 
every one of them.” 

~Charlie Pierce (1953- present), American sportswriter  
 
“Do you mortify? Do you make it your daily work? You must always be at it while you 
live; do not take a day off from this work; always be killing sin or it will be killing 
you.”    

~John Owen (1681-1683), On the Mortification of Sin 
 
“The Christian way is different: harder, and easier. Christ says, ‘Give me All…I have 
not come to torment your natural self, but to kill it. No half-measures are any good. I 
don’t want to cut off a branch here and a branch there, I want to have the whole tree 
down. I don’t want to drill the tooth, or crown it, or stop it, but to have it out. Hand 
over the whole natural self, all the desires which you think innocent as well as the ones 
you think wicked-the whole outfit. I will give you a new self instead. In fact, I will give 
you Myself: my own will shall become yours.’” 

~C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), Mere Christianity 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “Knowing is Half the Battle”– Kevin Schwartz 
 
SERMON PASSAGE –1 John 5:16-21 (ESV)  

 
16 If anyone sees his brother committing a 

sin not leading to death, he shall ask, and God 
will give him life—to those who commit sins 
that do not lead to death. There is sin that 
leads to death; I do not say that one should 
pray for that. 17 All wrongdoing is sin, but 
there is sin that does not lead to death. 

18 We know that everyone who has been 
born of God does not keep on sinning, but he 
who was born of God protects him, and the 
evil one does not touch him. 

 

19 We know that we are from God, and the 
whole world lies in the power of the evil one. 

20 And we know that the Son of God has 
come and has given us understanding, so that 
we may know him who is true; and we are in 
him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is 
the true God and eternal life. 21 Little children, 
keep yourselves from idols. 

 

 


