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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 
“But is it fair for a loving God to sit on His throne in Heaven and let us struggle and suffer 
on our own? Would any good father abandon His children this way? It makes perfect sense 
to me that God decided to come among us, live like us, and die a horribly painful death after 
being tortured. This is a God I can love with all my heart. A God who sets an example. A 
God who has bled and whose heart has been broken. This is who Jesus is to me. I don’t 
pretend that I understand the Holy Trinity. But I understand love and sacrifice. I understand 
faithfulness.”  

~Marina Nemat, author of After Tehran: A Life Reclaimed,  
former political prisoner and inaugural recipient of the  
European Parliament’s Human Dignity Award (2008)  

 
“We are not made for ourselves alone, we are made for the good of all our fellow creatures.” 

~Gregory of Nazianzus (c.329-390), archbishop of Constantinople 
 
“I cannot think on the one without quickly being encircled by the splendor of the three; nor 
can I discern the three without being straightway carried back to the one.” 

~Gregory of Nazianzus (c.329-390), on the triune nature of God 
 
“Concepts create idols; only wonder comprehends anything. People kill one another over 
idols. Wonder makes us fall to our knees.” 

~Gregory of Nyssa (c.335-c.395), 4th century bishop 
 
“The triunity of God is the secret of His beauty.”  

~Karl Barth (1886-1968), Swiss theologian 
 
“We do not hold the doctrine of the Trinity. It holds us.” 

~Anonymous 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “The Love of God” – Pastor Don Willeman 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Selected Passages (NASB)  
 

Matthew 3  
16 After being baptized, Jesus came up 

immediately from the water; and behold, the 
heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of 
God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, 
17 and behold, a voice out of the heavens said, 
“This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-
pleased.” 

 
Matthew 11 

27 All things have been handed over to Me 
by My Father; and no one knows the Son except 
the Father; nor does anyone know the Father 
except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son 
wills to reveal Him. 

 
John 17  

1 Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His 
eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour has 
come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify 
You, 2 even as You gave Him authority over all 
flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He 
may give eternal life. 3 This is eternal life, that 
they may know You, the only true God, and  

 
Jesus Christ whom You have sent. 4 I glorified 
You on the earth, having accomplished the work 
which You have given Me to do. 5 Now, Father, 
glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory 
which I had with You before the world was…. 

 
22 The glory which You have given Me I 

have given to them, that they may be one, just as 
We are one; 23 I in them and You in Me, that they 
may be perfected in unity, so that the world may 
know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as 
You have loved Me. 24 Father, I desire that they 
also, whom You have given Me, be with Me 
where I am, so that they may see My glory which 
You have given Me, for You loved Me before the 
foundation of the world. 

 
25 “O righteous Father, although the world 

has not known You, yet I have known You; and 
these have known that You sent Me; 26 and I have 
made Your name known to them, and will make 
it known, so that the love with which You loved 
Me may be in them, and I in them.” 
 

 
 

  


