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TIME OF REFLECTION  

“Humility is throwing oneself away in complete concentration on something or someone 
else.”  
 
“The special mark of the modern world is not that it is skeptical, but that it is dogmatic 
without knowing it.” 

~G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936), English writer and literary critic 
 
“Man’s grandeur is that he knows himself to be miserable…. Man’s greatness is so obvious 
that it can even be deduced from his wretchedness…. Who indeed would think himself 
unhappy to not to be king except one who had been dispossessed.” 

~Blaise Pascal (1623-1662), French mathematician and philosopher 
 
“You must learn that if you are a Christian, you will without a doubt experience all kinds of 
opposition and evil inclinations in the flesh. For when you have faith, there will be a hundred 
more evil thoughts and a hundred more temptations than before.” 

~Martin Luther (1483-1546), German reformer 
 
“The Cross is the ultimate evidence that there is no length the love of God will refuse to go in 
effecting reconciliation.” 

~R. Kent Hughes (1942-present), American pastor and writer 
 
“In a very real sense not one of us is qualified, but it seems that God continually chooses the 
most unqualified to do his work, to bear his glory. If we are qualified, we tend to think that 
we have done the job ourselves. If we are forced to accept our evident lack of qualification, 
then there’s no danger that we will confuse God’s work with our own, or God’s glory with 
our own.”  

~Madeleine L’Engle (1918-2007), writer of young adult fiction 
 
“If we add anything to the gospel, we take away everything.” 

~Trillia Newbell, American author 
 
“If your heart beats for Christ the king, then your heart will beat for the advance of the His 
rule.”  

~Rhys Bezzant, Dean of Missional Leadership, Ridley College (Australia) 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “Becoming Great in Egypt?” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Genesis 46-47 (ESV)  

Genesis 46 
1 So Israel took his journey with all that he had 

and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifices to the 
God of his father Isaac. 2 And God spoke to Israel in 
visions of the night and said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he 
said, “Here I am.” 3 Then he said, “I am God, the God 
of your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, 
for there I will make you into a great nation. 4 I myself 
will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring 
you up again, and Joseph’s hand shall close your 
eyes.” 

5 Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of 
Israel carried Jacob their father, their little ones, and 
their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to 
carry him. 6 They also took their livestock and their 
goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, 
and came into Egypt, Jacob and all his offspring with 
him, 7 his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his 
daughters, and his sons’ daughters. All his offspring 
he brought with him into Egypt…. 

 
Genesis 47 

5 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Your father and 
your brothers have come to you. 6 The land of Egypt 
is before you. Settle your father and your brothers in 
the best of the land….  

7 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and 
stood him before Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed 
Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How many 
are the days of the years of your life?” 9 And Jacob 
said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years of my 
sojourning are 130 years. Few and evil have been the 
days of the years of my life, and they have not 
attained to the days of the years of the life of my 
fathers in the days of their sojourning.” 10 And Jacob 
blessed Pharaoh and went out from the presence of 

 
 

 
 

Pharaoh. 11 Then Joseph settled his father and his 
brothers and gave them a possession in the land of 
Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, 
as Pharaoh had commanded. 12 And Joseph provided 
his father, his brothers, and all his father’s household 
with food, according to the number of their 
dependents…. 

20 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for 
Pharaoh, for all the Egyptians sold their fields, 
because the famine was severe on them. The land 
became Pharaoh’s. 21 As for the people, he made 
servants of them  from one end of Egypt to the other. 
22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy, for the 
priests had a fixed allowance from Pharaoh and lived 
on the allowance that Pharaoh gave them; therefore 
they did not sell their land. 

23 Then Joseph said to the people, “Behold, I have 
this day bought you and your land for Pharaoh. Now 
here is seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 
24 And at the harvests you shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, 
and four fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field 
and as food for yourselves and your households, and 
as food for your little ones.” 25 And they said, “You 
have saved our lives; may it please my lord, we will 
be servants to Pharaoh.”…. 

29 And when the time drew near that Israel must 
die, he called his son Joseph and said to him, “If now 
I have found favor in your sight, put your hand under 
my thigh and promise to deal kindly and truly with 
me. Do not bury me in Egypt, 30 but let me lie with 
my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt and bury me in 
their burying place.” He answered, “I will do as you 
have said.” 31 And he said, “Swear to me”; and he 
swore to him. Then Israel bowed himself upon the 
head of his bed.  

 

  


