September 14, 2014

TIME OF REFLECTION

“Christ expects us to align ourselves, and our churches, with his agenda; anything less
is unacceptable. In the future, then, I believe we will all need to grow increasingly
comfortable with being uncomfortable in order to be more biblical.”

~Pastor Mark Deymaz, Ethnic Blends

“Let him who is not in community beware of being alone. Into the community you
were called, the call was not meant for you alone; in the community of the called you
bear your cross, you struggle, you pray. You are not alone, even in death, and on the
Last Day you will be only one member of the great congregation of Jesus Christ. If
you scorn the fellowship of the brethren, you reject the call of Jesus Christ, and thus
your solitude can only be hurtful to you.”

~Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together

“...if it weren’t for people, this world would be a great place to live.”
~unattributed

“So much of me wants to be lost in my grand ideas and reflections, away from the
noise and urgency of other people, but I cannot escape the fact that growth invariably
involves the messiness of genuine human contact...I’ve yet to find a mature
believer...who says you can grow into the full stature of Christ without bumping up
against brothers and sisters on a regular basis...”

~Adam McHugh, Introverts in the Church



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “True Fellowship” — Markes Wilson

SERMON PASSAGE - Colossians 4:7-18 (NASB)

"As to all my affairs, Tychicus, our
beloved brother and faithful servant and
fellow bond-servant in the Lord, will bring
you information. 8 For I have sent him to you
for this very purpose, that you may know
about our circumstances and that he may
encourage your hearts; °and with him
Onesimus, our faithful and beloved brother,
who is one of your number. They will inform
you about the whole situation here.

10 Aristarchus, my fellow prisoner, sends
you his greetings; and also Barnabas’s cousin
Mark (about whom you received
instructions; if he comes to you, welcome
him); !'and also Jesus who is called Justus;
these are the only fellow workers for the
kingdom of God who are from the
circumcision, and they have proved to be an
encouragement to me. '>Epaphras, who is
one of your number, a bondslave of Jesus

Christ, sends you his greetings, always
laboring earnestly for you in his prayers, that
you may stand perfect and fully assured in all
the will of God. !*For I testify for him that
he has a deep concern for you and for those
who are in Laodicea and Hierapolis. * Luke,
the beloved physician, sends you his
greetings, and also Demas. '’ Greet the
brethren who are in Laodicea and also
Nympha and the church that is in her house.
16 When this letter is read among you, have it
also read in the church of the Laodiceans;
and you, for your part read my letter that is
coming from Laodicea. !” Say to Archippus,
“Take heed to the ministry which you have
received in the Lord, that you may fulfill it.”

181, Paul, write this greeting with my
own hand. Remember my imprisonment.
Grace be with you.



