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The Kingdom Perspective 

King Josiah: How Bad Can Things Get? 
 
 

Hello, this is Pastor Don Willeman of Christ Redeemer Church. Welcome to The Kingdom Perspective.  
 
Times can get really bad. I mean really bad! Even in the company of God’s people.  
 
During the 7th century B.C., a young king arose in Judah. This was the famous King Josiah, the 16th king of 
the southern kingdom. During his reign (c. 640-609) he oversaw a movement of reformation and revival 
centered in the Word of God. What prompted this—and what makes me look to this story to see how bad 
things can get—was the rediscovery of the Word of God. Things had dipped so low among God’s people 
that they had forgotten that God had ever given them a book of law. When Josiah sends a messenger to 
the temple, he ran into Hilkiah the high priest who had just made a discovery: “I have found the Book of 
the Law in the house of the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave the book to the king’s messenger, and he read it. 
Then, the messenger brought it back to Josiah and read it before him, as well. 
 

When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes. And the king 
commanded Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, 
and Shaphan the secretary, and Asaiah the king's servant, saying, “Go, inquire of the Lord for me, 
and for the people, and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has been found. For 
great is the wrath of the Lord that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the 
words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us.” 

~2 Kings 22:11-13 (ESV) 
 
Now, how bad can things get? By the time of Josiah, not only had God’s people ceased to obey the Bible, 
they even forgot they had one! Sadly, by the look of many American churches you’d wonder whether God 
had ever given us His Word in Christ. Without God’s Word, God’s people lose their reason for being and 
subject themselves to His judgment.  
 
Something to think about from The Kingdom Perspective. 
 

“In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, son of Meshullam, the 
secretary, to the house of the Lord, saying, “Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may count the money 
that has been brought into the house of the Lord, which the keepers of the threshold have collected from 
the people. And let it be given into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the 
Lord, and let them give it to the workmen who are at the house of the Lord, repairing the house (that is, to 
the carpenters, and to the builders, and to the masons), and let them use it for buying timber and quarried 
stone to repair the house. But no accounting shall be asked from them for the money that is delivered into 
their hand, for they deal honestly.” 
 
And Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the secretary, “I have found the Book of the Law in the house 
of the Lord.” And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. And Shaphan the secretary came to 
the king, and reported to the king, “Your servants have emptied out the money that was found in the 
house and have delivered it into the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the 
Lord.” Then Shaphan the secretary told the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a book.” And Shaphan 
read it before the king. 
 
When the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, he tore his clothes. And the king commanded 
Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam the son of Shaphan, and Achbor the son of Micaiah, and Shaphan the 
secretary, and Asaiah the king’s servant, saying, “Go, inquire of the Lord for me, and for the people, and 
for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has been found. For great is the wrath of the Lord 

https://onrealm.org/ChristRedeemerChurch/give/offering
http://www.christredeemerchurch.org/


Thank you for listening to and supporting The Kingdom Perspective! The Kingdom Perspective is a ministry of Christ Redeemer 
Church of Hanover, NH. To hear more episodes you can subscribe on Apple Podcasts. To donate click here or to find out more about 
the ministry and resources offered by Christ Redeemer Church visit www.christredeemerchurch.org. 

 

 

that is kindled against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the words of this book, to do according to 
all that is written concerning us.” 
 
So Hilkiah the priest, and Ahikam, and Achbor, and Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, 
the wife of Shallum the son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe (now she lived in Jerusalem 
in the Second Quarter), and they talked with her. And she said to them, “Thus says the Lord, the God of 
Israel: ‘Tell the man who sent you to me, Thus says the Lord, Behold, I will bring disaster upon this place 
and upon its inhabitants, all the words of the book that the king of Judah has read. Because they have 
forsaken me and have made offerings to other gods, that they might provoke me to anger with all the work 
of their hands, therefore my wrath will be kindled against this place, and it will not be quenched. But to 
the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the Lord, thus shall you say to him, Thus says the Lord, the 
God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, because your heart was penitent, and you 
humbled yourself before the Lord, when you heard how I spoke against this place and against its 
inhabitants, that they should become a desolation and a curse, and you have torn your clothes and wept 
before me, I also have heard you, declares the Lord. Therefore, behold, I will gather you to your fathers, 
and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace, and your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will 
bring upon this place.’” And they brought back word to the king.” 

~2 Kings 22:3-20 (ESV) 
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