
 

December 13, 2020,– Order of Worship 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“One word became unbelievably clear, and that word was privilege. He didn’t take away pain or 
cruelty or humiliation. No! It was all there, but now it was altogether different. It was with him, for 
him, in him. He was actually offering me the inestimable privileged of sharing in some little way the 
edge of the fellowship of his suffering.” 
 
“In the weeks of imprisonment that followed and in the subsequent years of continued service, looking 
back, one has tried to ‘count the cost,’ but I find it all swallowed up in privilege. The cost suddenly 
seems very small and transient in the greatness and permanence of the privilege.” 
 
“God never uses a person greatly until He has wounded him deeply. The privilege He offers you is 
greater than the price you have to pay. The privilege is greater than the price.” 

~Dr. Helen Roseveare (1925-2016), Cambridge-educated medical missionary to the Congo 
 
“Do not imagine that if you meet a really humble man he will be what most people call ‘humble’ 
nowadays: he will not be a sort of greasy, smarmy person, who is always telling you that, of course, he 
is nobody. Probably all you will think about him is that he seemed a cheerful, intelligent chap who 
took a real interest in what you said to him. If you do dislike him it will be because you feel a little 
envious of anyone who seems to enjoy life so easily. He will not be thinking about humility: he will 
not be thinking about himself at all.” 

~C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), British writer and theologian 
 
“Self-sacrifice means not indifference to our times and our fellows: it means absorption in them. It 
means forgetfulness of self in others. It means entering into every man’s hopes and fears, longings and 
despairs: it means many-sidedness of spirit, multiform activity, multiplicity of sympathies. It means 
richness of development. It means not that we should live one life, but a thousand lives—binding 
ourselves to a thousand souls by the filaments of so loving a sympathy that their lives become ours. It 
means that all the experiences of men shall smite our souls and shall beat and batter these stubborn 
hearts of ours into fitness for their heavenly home. It is, after all, then, the path to the highest possible 
development, by which alone we can be made truly men.” 

~B.B. Warfield (1886-1902), Professor at Princeton 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “Walking with God: Mary’s Story” –  Scott Sottosanti 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Luke 1:26-40 (ESV) 
 

26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent 
from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a 
virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 
the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary. 
28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored 
one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly 
troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 
31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear 
a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And 
the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father 
David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, 
since I am a virgin?” 

35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will 
be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a 
son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called 
barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; 
let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel 
departed from her. 

39 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into 
the hill country, to a town in Judah, 40 and she entered 
the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


