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TIME OF REFLECTION  

“Suffering and injustice that can make us bitter or dehumanized become an opportunity to 
grow in compassion and solidarity. I am convinced this is not a virtue but a grace, not 
something to be proud of but to be grateful for.” 

~Francisco Argüelles Paz y Puente, Mexican-born activist,  
who works with spinal-cord-impaired migrants 

 
“I am a great writer because when I was a little girl and walked into the room where my 
father was sitting, his eyes would light up. That is why I am a great writer. That is why. 
There isn’t any other reason.” 

~Toni Morrison (1931-2019), American novelist 
 
“We take our bearings, daily, from others. To be sane is, to a great extent, to be sociable.” 

 ~John Updike (1932-2009), American novelist 
 
“The deepest craving of human nature is the need to be appreciated.” 

~William James (1842-1910), American philosopher 
 
“Despite the frequent claim that we are living in a secular age defined by the death of God, 
many citizens in rich Western democracies have merely switched one notion of God for 
another — abandoning their singular, omnipotent (Christian or Judaic or whatever) deity 
reigning over all humankind and replacing it with a weak but all-pervasive idea of 
spirituality tied to a personal ethic of authenticity and a liturgy of inwardness…. At the heart 
of the ethic of authenticity is a profound selfishness and callous disregard of others.” 

~Simon Critchley and Jamieson Webster in “The Stone” in The NY Times 
 
“If you shatter this fishbowl [i.e. all limits of choice] so that everything is possible, you… 
increase paralysis, and you decrease satisfaction. Everyone needs a ‘fishbowl’…. The 
absence of some metaphorical ‘fishbowl’ is a recipe for misery and, I suspect, disaster.” 

~Barry Schwartz, psychology professor at Swarthmore College 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “The Surprising Blessing of Manasseh and Ephraim” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Genesis 48:1-22 (ESV)  

1 After this, Joseph was told, “Behold, your father 
is ill.” So he took with him his two sons, Manasseh 
and Ephraim. 2 And it was told to Jacob, “Your son 
Joseph has come to you.” Then Israel summoned his 
strength and sat up in bed. 3 And Jacob said to Joseph, 
“God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of 
Canaan and blessed me, 4 and said to me, ‘Behold, I 
will make you fruitful and multiply you, and I will 
make of you a company of peoples and will give this 
land to your offspring after you for an everlasting 
possession.’ 5 And now your two sons, who were born 
to you in the land of Egypt before I came to you in 
Egypt, are mine; Ephraim and Manasseh shall be 
mine, as Reuben and Simeon are. 6 And the children 
that you fathered after them shall be yours. They shall 
be called by the name of their brothers in their 
inheritance. 7 As for me, when I came from Paddan, 
to my sorrow Rachel died in the land of Canaan on 
the way, when there was still some distance to go to 
Ephrath, and I buried her there on the way to Ephrath 
(that is, Bethlehem).” 

8 When Israel saw Joseph’s sons, he said, “Who 
are these?” 9 Joseph said to his father, “They are my 
sons, whom God has given me here.” And he said, 
“Bring them to me, please, that I may bless them.” 
10 Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that 
he could not see. So Joseph brought them near him, 
and he kissed them and embraced them. 11 And Israel 
said to Joseph, “I never expected to see your face; and 
behold, God has let me see your offspring also.” 
12 Then Joseph removed them from his knees, and he 
bowed himself with his face to the earth. 13 And 
Joseph took them both, Ephraim in his right hand 
toward Israel’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left 
hand toward Israel’s right hand, and brought them  

 
 
 

 
 

near him. 14 And Israel stretched out his right hand 
and laid it on the head of Ephraim, who was the 
younger, and his left hand on the head of Manasseh, 
crossing his hands (for Manasseh was the firstborn). 
15 And he blessed Joseph and said, “The God before 
whom my fathers Abraham and  

   Isaac walked, 
   the God who has been my shepherd all my life  
   long to this day, 
16 the angel who has redeemed me from all evil,  
   bless the boys; 
   and in them let my name be carried on, and the  
   name of my fathers Abraham and Isaac; 
   and let them grow into a multitude  in the midst  
   of the earth.” 
17 When Joseph saw that his father laid his right 

hand on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him, and 
he took his father’s hand to move it from Ephraim’s 
head to Manasseh’s head. 18 And Joseph said to his 
father, “Not this way, my father; since this one is the 
firstborn, put your right hand on his head.” 19 But his 
father refused and said, “I know, my son, I know. He 
also shall become a people, and he also shall be great. 
Nevertheless, his younger brother shall be greater 
than he, and his offspring shall become a multitude  
of nations.” 20 So he blessed them that day, saying, 

“By you Israel will pronounce blessings, saying, 
‘God make you as Ephraim and as Manasseh.’” 
Thus he put Ephraim before Manasseh. 21 Then 

Israel said to Joseph, “Behold, I am about to die, but 
God will be with you and will bring you again to the 
land of your fathers. 22 Moreover, I have given to you 
rather than to your brothers one mountain slope that I 
took from the hand of the Amorites with my sword 
and with my bow.” 

 

  


