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TIME OF REFLECTION  
“The person with a secular mentality feels himself to be the center of the universe. Yet he 
is likely to suffer from a sense of meaninglessness and insignificance because he knows 
he’s but one human among five billion others—all feeling themselves to be the center of 
things….” 

~M. Scott Peck (1936-2005), American psychiatrist and best-selling author 
 
“The process of secularisation arises not from the loss of faith but from the loss of social 
interest in the world of faith. It begins the moment men feel that religion is irrelevant to 
the common way of life and that society as such has nothing to do with the truths of 
faith.” 

~Christopher Henry Dawson (1889-1970), British historian 
 
“The core of the person is what he or she loves, and that is bound up with what they 
worship—that insight recalibrates the radar for cultural analysis. The rituals and practices 
that form our loves spill out well beyond the sanctuary. Many secular liturgies are trying 
to get us to love some other kingdom and some other gods.” 

~Dallas Willard (1935-2013), late professor of philosophy at USC 
 
“The concept of neutrality can lead to a brooding and pervasive devotion to the secular 
and a passive, or even active, hostility to the religious. Such results are not only not 
compelled by the Constitution, but, it seems to me, are prohibited by it.” 

~Arthur Goldberg (1908-1990), JFK-nominated Supreme Court Justice 
 
“One of the greatest dangers is secular religion—state worship.” 

~Noam Chomsky, professor at MIT since 1955 
 
“Religion says earn your life. Secular society says create your life. Jesus says, ‘My life 
for your life.’” 

~Timothy Keller, pastor in Manhattan 
 
“Unbelief is the root of all sins, just as faith is the origin and root of uprightness.” 

~Martin Luther (1483-1546), German reformer 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “Stuck in the Muck of a Materialist Mindset” – Pastor Don Willeman 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Luke 12:13-40 (NASB)  
 

13 Someone in the crowd said to Him, 
“Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 
inheritance with me.” 14 But He said to him, 
“Man, who appointed Me a judge or arbitrator 
over you?” 15 Then He said to them, “Beware, 
and be on your guard against every form of 
greed; for not even when one has an 
abundance does his life consist of his 
possessions.” 16 And He told them a parable, 
saying, “The land of a rich man was very 
productive. 17 And he began reasoning to 
himself, saying, ‘What shall I do, since I have 
no place to store my crops?’ 18 Then he said, 
‘This is what I will do: I will tear down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will 
store all my grain and my goods. 19 And I will 
say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods 
laid up for many years to come; take your ease, 
eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 But God said to 
him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is 
required of you; and now who will own what 
you have prepared?’ 21 So is the man who 
stores up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God.” 

22 And He said to His disciples, “For this 
reason I say to you, do not worry about your 
life, as to what you will eat; nor for your body, 
as to what you will put on. 23 For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothing. 
24 Consider the ravens, for they neither sow nor 
reap; they have no storeroom nor barn, and yet 
God feeds them; how much more valuable you 
are than the birds! 25 And which of you by 
worrying can add a single hour to his life’s 
span? 26 If then you cannot do even a very little 
thing, why do you worry about other matters? 
27 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they 
neither toil nor spin; but I tell you, not even  

Solomon in all his glory clothed himself like 
one of these. 28 But if God so clothes the grass 
in the field, which is alive today and tomorrow 
is thrown into the furnace, how much more 
will He clothe you? You men of little faith! 
29 And do not seek what you will eat and what 
you will drink, and do not keep worrying. 
30 For all these things the nations of the world 
eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you 
need these things. 31 But seek His kingdom, 
and these things will be added to you. 32 Do not 
be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 
chosen gladly to give you the kingdom. 

33 “Sell your possessions and give to 
charity; make yourselves money belts which 
do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near nor moth 
destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also. 

35 “Be dressed in readiness, and keep your 
lamps lit. 36 Be like men who are waiting for 
their master when he returns from the wedding 
feast, so that they may immediately open the 
door to him when he comes and knocks. 
37 Blessed are those slaves whom the master 
will find on the alert when he comes; truly I 
say to you, that he will gird himself to serve, 
and have them recline at the table, and will 
come up and wait on them. 38 Whether he 
comes in the second watch, or even in the 
third, and finds them so, blessed are those 
slaves. 

39 “But be sure of this, that if the head of 
the house had known at what hour the thief 
was coming, he would not have allowed his 
house to be broken into. 40 You too, be ready; 
for the Son of Man is coming at an hour that 
you do not expect.” 
 

 


