
August 6, 2023 – Order of Worship 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“Man is literally split in two: he has an awareness of his own splendid uniqueness in that he sticks out 
of nature with a towering majesty, and yet he goes back into the ground a few feet in order blindly and 
dumbly to rot and disappear forever.”  

~Ernest Becker (1927-1974) in The Denial of Death 
 
“Religion used to be the opium of the people. To those suffering humiliation, pain, illness, and 
serfdom, religion promised the reward of an afterlife. But now, we are witnessing a transformation, a 
true opium of the people is the belief in nothingness after death, the huge solace, the huge comfort of 
thinking that for our betrayals, our greed, our cowardice, our murders, we are not going to be judged.”  

~Czesław Miłosz (1911-2004), Polish-American poet and Nobel  
Laureate, regarded as one of the great poets of the 20th century 

 
“The final dignity of a thing is its glory—that is, the realizing of its built-in potential for good….  The 
true glory of all objects appears when they do what they were made to do.” 

~J.I. Packer & Thomas Howard in Christianity: The True Humanism 
 

“The glory of God is man fully alive, and the life of man is the vision of God.”  
~Irenaeus (c.130-c.202), early Christian leader in Against Heresies 

 
“Living according to the truth is the most authentic way to live because it’s what we were made for.” 

~Alisa Childers, singer-songwriter and author 
 
“…a Christian lives not in himself, but in Christ and in his neighbor…. He lives in Christ through 
faith, in his neighbor through love. By faith he is caught up beyond himself into God. By love he 
descends beneath himself into his neighbor.” 

~Martin Luther (1483-1546), German reformer 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “Living for the Glory of God, Part 7: Living into our New Identity”  

– Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – selected passages (ESV)  

John 14 – The Words of Jesus 
18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 

you. 19 Yet a little while and the world will see me no 
more, but you will see me. Because I live, you also 
will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you. 
 
John 15 – The Words of Jesus 

4 Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself, unless it abides in the vine, neither 
can you, unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine; you 
are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, 
he it is that bears much fruit, for apart from me you 
can do nothing. 
 
Colossians 2  

6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the 
Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted and built up in him and 
established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. 

8 See to it that no one takes you captive by 
philosophy and empty deceit, according to human 
tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the 
world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in him the 
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10 and you have 
been filled in him, who is the head of all rule and 
authority. 11 In him also you were circumcised with a 
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the 
body of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 
12 having been buried with him in baptism, in which 
you were also raised with him through faith in the 
powerful working of God, who raised him from the 
dead. 13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses 
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made alive 
together with him, having forgiven us all our 
trespasses, 14 by canceling the record of debt that 
stood against us with its legal demands. This he set 
aside, nailing it to the cross. 15 He disarmed the rulers 
and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


