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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 
“What scares me is that I’m going to ultimately find out at the end of my life that I’m really not 
lovable, that I’m not worthy of being loved. That there’s something fundamentally wrong with 
me.” 

~Demi Moore (1962-present), American actress 
 
“Social media makes people greatly overthink their sense of self because their image can be 
perfected for the people around them, behind closed doors” 

~The Dartmouth (April 12, 2017) 
 
“No work or love will flourish out of guilt, fear, or hollowness of heart…” 

~Alan Watts (1915-1973), British philosopher and writer 
 

“Surrender your crown on this blood-stained ground, take off your mask. 
He sees your deeds, He knows your needs even before you ask. 

How long can you falsify and deny what is real? 
How long can you hate yourself for the weakness you conceal?” 

~Bob Dylan (1941-present), excerpt from “When He Returns” 
 
“The marker of those who understand the gospel of Jesus Christ is that, when they stumble and 
fall… they run to God and not from him, because they clearly understand that their acceptance 
before God is not predicated upon their behavior but on the righteous life of Jesus Christ and his 
sacrificial death.” 

~Matt Chandler (1974-present), American pastor and author 
 
“Learn this lesson… not to come to Him because you are fit to come, but to come to Him because 
you are unfit to come. Your fitness is your unfitness. Your qualification is your lack of 
qualification.” 

~C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892), English pastor and author 
 
“I do not at all understand the mystery of grace—only that it meets us where we are but does not 
leave us where it found us.” 

~Anne Lamott (1954-present), American writer 
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Worship through the Word 
 

SERMON – “Zechariah’s Song” - Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Luke 1:57-80 (ESV) 
57 Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. 58 And her neighbors and 

relatives heard that the Lord had shown great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her.59 And on 
the eighth day they came to circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after 
his father, 60 but his mother answered, “No; he shall be called John.” 61 And they said to her, “None 
of your relatives is called by this name.” 62 And they made signs to his father, inquiring what he 
wanted him to be called. 63 And he asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.” And 
they all wondered. 64 And immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue loosed, and he spoke, 
blessing God. 65 And fear came on all their neighbors. And all these things were talked about 
through all the hill country of Judea, 66 and all who heard them laid them up in their hearts, saying, 
“What then will this child be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him. 

67 And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and prophesied, saying, 
 
68 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
   for he has visited and redeemed his people 
69 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us 
   in the house of his servant David, 
70 as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, 
71 that we should be saved from our enemies 
   and from the hand of all who hate us; 
72 to show the mercy promised to our fathers 
   and to remember his holy covenant, 
73 the oath that he swore to our father Abraham, to grant us 
74 that we, being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 
   might serve him without fear, 
75 in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. 
76 And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; 
   for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, 
77 to give knowledge of salvation to his people 
   in the forgiveness of their sins, 
78 because of the tender mercy of our God, 
   whereby the sunrise shall visit us from on high 
79 to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
   to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
 
80 And the child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day 

of his public appearance to Israel. 
 

 


