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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 
“In order to cure most of the ills of human life… Let [man] be endowed with a greater 
propensity to industry and labour; a more vigorous spring and activity of mind; a more 
constant bent to business and application… But it is hard; I dare to repeat it, it is hard, that 
being placed in a world so full of wants and necessities; where almost every being and 
element is either our foe or refuses its assistance– we should also have our own temper to 
struggle with, and should be deprived of that faculty, which can alone fence against these 
multiplied evils.” 

~David Hume, Dialogues concerning Natural Religion 
 

“There are three kinds of people in the world. The first class is of those who live simply 
for their own sake and pleasure, regarding Man and Nature as so much raw material to be 
cut up into whatever shape may serve them. 

In the second class are those who acknowledge some other claim upon them—the will 
of God, the categorical imperative, or the good of society—and honestly try to pursue their 
own interests no further than this claim will allow. They try to surrender to the higher claim 
as much as it demands, like men paying a tax, but hope, like other taxpayers, that what is left 
over will be enough for them to live on. Their life is divided, like a soldier’s or a 
schoolboy’s life, into time ‘on parade’ and ‘off parade’, ‘in school’ and ‘out of school’. 

But the third class is of those who can say like St Paul that for them ‘to live is Christ’. 
These people have got rid of the tiresome business of adjusting the rival claims of Self and 
God by the simple expedient of rejecting the claims of Self altogether. The old egoistic will 
has been turned round, reconditioned, and made into a new thing. The will of Christ no 
longer limits theirs; it is theirs. All their time, in belonging to Him, belongs also to them, for 
they are His.” 

~C. S. Lewis, “Three Kinds of Men” 
 

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.” 
~2 Timothy 4:7 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “Fighting Faith” – Ryan Bouton 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – 1 Peter 4:1-11 (ESV)  

 
1 Since therefore Christ suffered in the 

flesh, arm yourselves with the same way of 
thinking, for whoever has suffered in the flesh 
has ceased from sin, 2 so as to live for the rest 
of the time in the flesh no longer for human 
passions but for the will of God. 3 For the time 
that is past suffices for doing what the 
Gentiles want to do, living in sensuality, 
passions, drunkenness, orgies, drinking 
parties, and lawless idolatry. 4 With respect to 
this they are surprised when you do not join 
them in the same flood of debauchery, and 
they malign you; 5 but they will give account 
to him who is ready to judge the living and the 
dead. 6 For this is why the gospel was 
preached even to those who are dead, that  

 

though judged in the flesh the way people are, 
they might live in the spirit the way God does. 

7 The end of all things is at hand; 
therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded 
for the sake of your prayers. 8 Above all, keep 
loving one another earnestly, since love 
covers a multitude of sins. 9 Show hospitality 
to one another without grumbling. 10 As each 
has received a gift, use it to serve one another, 
as good stewards of God's varied grace: 
11 whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles 
of God; whoever serves, as one who serves by 
the strength that God supplies—in order that 
in everything God may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ. To him belong glory and 
dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 


