New Years Day
January 1, 2023 - Order of Worship

TIME OF REFLECTION

“1. Resolved, that I will do whatsoever I think to be most to God’s glory, and my own good, profit
and pleasure, in the whole of my duration, without any consideration of the time, whether now, or
never so many myriads of ages hence.

“53. Resolved, to improve every opportunity, when I am in the best and happiest frame of mind, to
cast and venture my soul on the Lord Jesus Christ, to trust and confide in him, and consecrate myself
wholly to him; that from this I may have assurance of my safety, knowing that I confide in my
Redeemer.”

~Jonathan Edwards personal resolutions from 1723

“Edwards needed more and more grace.... he could not live up to his own standards. To resolve was
one thing, but to depend and rely upon Christ was another. And so, Edwards grew in his
understanding of the daily necessity of dependence upon divine grace as superior to determination
and resolution alone....

“He recognized that zealous resolve necessarily needs to be balanced by a relentless reliance on
God’s ever-patient grace. That lesson would be learned over an extended trajectory of service,
suffering, and daily reliance upon God’s goodness for us in Jesus Christ. Growth, we might say, is
better tracked over decades and years than weeks and days.”
~Matthew Everhard, “Three Hundred Years of Holy
Resolve” article from Desiring God (12/18/22)



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “God’s All-Time Resolution” — Joshua DePasacreta

SERMON PASSAGE - Mark 14:51-72 (ESV)

Sl And a young man followed him, with nothing
but a linen cloth about his body. And they seized him,
32 but he left the linen cloth and ran away naked.

33 And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the
chief priests and the elders and the scribes came
together. 3* And Peter had followed him at a distance,
right into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was
sitting with the guards and warming himself at the fire.
3 Now the chief priests and the whole council were
seeking testimony against Jesus to put him to death, but
they found none. *® For many bore false witness against
him, but their testimony did not agree. 7 And some
stood up and bore false witness against him, saying,
38 “We heard him say, ‘I will destroy this temple that is
made with hands, and in three days I will build another,
not made with hands.”” 3°Yet even about this their
testimony did not agree. ® And the high priest stood up
in the midst and asked Jesus, “Have you no answer to
make? What is it that these men testify against you?”
61 But he remained silent and made no answer. Again
the high priest asked him, “Are you the Christ, the Son
of the Blessed?” 92 And Jesus said, “I am, and you will
see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power,
and coming with the clouds of heaven.” 3 And the high

priest tore his garments and said, “What further
witnesses do we need? ®You have heard his
blasphemy. What is your decision?” And they all
condemned him as deserving death. % And some began
to spit on him and to cover his face and to strike him,
saying to him, ‘“Prophesy!” And the guards received
him with blows.

% And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of
the servant girls of the high priest came, ¢ and seeing
Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said,
“You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” %8 But he
denied it, saying, “I neither know nor understand what
you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the
rooster crowed. % And the servant girl saw him and
began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one
of them.” 7°But again he denied it. And after a little
while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you
are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 7! But he began
to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not
know this man of whom you speak.” 7>And
immediately the rooster crowed a second time. And
Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before
the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.”
And he broke down and wept.



