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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 

 “If, 20 years ago, I had announced we would soon be creating machines that control 
humans, there would have been an uproar.” 

~B.J. Fogg, Stanford researcher, on smart phones and social media 
  
“…what the heart loves, the will chooses, and the mind justifies.” 
 
“The trouble with human nature is that we are born with a heart that loves ourselves over 
and above everything else in this world, including God. In short, we are born slaves to the 
lust for self-gratification, i.e., concupiscence. That’s why, if left to ourselves, we will always 
love those things that make us feel good about ourselves, even as we depart more and more 
from God and his ways. Therefore, God must intervene in our lives in order to bring 
salvation.” 

~Ashley Null, scholar at Humboldt University in Berlin 
 
“…the best way to prepare people for authoritarian rule is not to indoctrinate them into an 
authoritarian philosophy, but to make them believe that there is no such thing as truth.” 

~Jimmy Wales, founder of Wikipedia in NPR interview 
 
“Today, we think that each person must find his or her own way of being spiritual, 
something that is comfortable to that person; each spirituality is particular to each person.”  
 
“[But God] is not there to conform to us; we must conform to him. He summons us from 
outside of ourselves to know him. We do not go inside of ourselves to find him…. He is not 
known on our terms. This summons is heard in and through his Word. It is not heard through 
our intuitions.”  

~David F. Wells in God in the Whirlwind:  
How the Holy-love of God Reorients Our World 

 
“If God is the source of supreme pleasure, beauty, love, and goodness—and He is—then 
turning away from God makes no sense. It’s irrational…. In all of this, sin deceives and 
destroys.” 

~Rev. Thabiti Anyabwile of Anacostia River Church in Washington, DC 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “The Dogma of Desire” – Pastor Don Willeman 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Jude (ESV)  
 

1 Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and brother 
of James, 

  To those who are called, beloved in God the 
Father and kept for Jesus Christ: 

2 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied 
to you. 

3 Beloved, although I was very eager to write 
to you about our common salvation, I found it 
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for 
the faith that was once for all delivered to the 
saints. 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed 
who long ago were designated for this 
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the 
grace of our God into sensuality and deny our 
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

5 Now I want to remind you, although you 
once fully knew it, that Jesus, who saved a people 
out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed 
those who did not believe. 6 And the angels who 
did not stay within their own position of 
authority, but left their proper dwelling, he has 
kept in eternal chains under gloomy darkness 
until the judgment of the great day— 7 just as 
Sodom and Gomorrah and the surrounding cities, 
which likewise indulged in sexual immorality 
and pursued unnatural desire, serve as an example 
by undergoing a punishment of eternal fire. 

8 Yet in like manner these people also, 
relying on their dreams, defile the flesh, reject 
authority, and blaspheme the glorious ones. 9 But 
when the archangel Michael, contending with the 
devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he 
did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous 
judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.” 10 But 
these people blaspheme all that they do not 
understand, and they are destroyed by all that 
they, like unreasoning animals, understand 
instinctively. 11 Woe to them! For they walked in 
the way of Cain and abandoned themselves for 
the sake of gain to Balaam’s error and perished in  

Korah’s rebellion. 12 These are hidden reefs at 
your love feasts, as they feast with you without 
fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless 
clouds, swept along by winds; fruitless trees in 
late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; 13 wild waves 
of the sea, casting up the foam of their own 
shame; wandering stars, for whom the gloom of 
utter darkness has been reserved forever. 

14 It was also about these that Enoch, the 
seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, 
“Behold, the Lord comes with ten thousands of 
his holy ones, 15 to execute judgment on all and to 
convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of 
ungodliness that they have committed in such an 
ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that 
ungodly sinners have spoken against him.” 
16 These are grumblers, malcontents, following 
their own sinful desires; they are loud-mouthed 
boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage. 

17 But you must remember, beloved, the 
predictions of the apostles of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. 18 They said to you, “In the last time there 
will be scoffers, following their own ungodly 
passions.” 19 It is these who cause divisions, 
worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. 20 But you, 
beloved, building yourselves up in your most 
holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, 21 keep 
yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to 
eternal life. 22 And have mercy on those who 
doubt; 23 save others by snatching them out of the 
fire; to others show mercy with fear, hating even 
the garment stained by the flesh. 

24 Now to him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling and to present you blameless before 
the presence of his glory with great joy, 25 to the 
only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, 
before all time and now and forever. Amen. 
 


