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TIME OF REFLECTION

“Evil preaches tolerance until it is dominant; then it tries to silence good.”
~Charles J. Chaput, former bishop of Philadelphia,
member of the Potawatomi Nation

“Detfy the commandments of the natural law, and the race will perish in a few generations; co-operate
with them, and the race will flourish for ages to come. That is the fact; whether we like it or not, the
universe is made that way. This commandment is interesting because it specifically puts forward the
moral law as the basis of the moral code: because God has made the world like this and will not alter
it, therefore you must not worship your own fantasies, but pay allegiance to the truth.”

~Dorothy L. Sayers in The Mind of the Maker (1941)

“The biggest emerging fissure in Western culture is not necessarily between political left and right as
much as those fiercely committed to reality (even when it goes against the narrative) and those who
elevate the narrative (whether left or right) above reality.”

~Brett McCracken, writer and journalist

“Our generation has nobody home in the universe, nobody at all. Eventually, let us understand this:
only a personal comforter can comfort man who is personal, and only one Comforter is great enough:
the infinite-personal God who exists—that is, the God of Judeo-Christian Scripture. Only He is the
sufficient Comforter.”

~Francis Schaeffer (1912-1984), American thinker and pastor in Death in the City

“Jesus does not rival God’s power, rather, he exercises God’s power. ...Jesus does not work
independently of God; indeed, he cannot work without God’s authority. Thus, Jesus’s argument for his
dependence on the Father is implicitly an argument for his unity with the Father.”

~Marianne Meye Thompson, theologian and scholar on John 5



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “The Judge on Trial” — Pastor Don Willeman

SERMON PASSAGE — John 5:18-30 (ESV)

U After this there was a feast of the Jews, and
Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

2Now there is in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate a
pool, in Aramaic called Bethesda, which has five
roofed colonnades. 3In these lay a multitude of
invalids—blind, lame, and paralyzed. 3 One man was
there who had been an invalid for thirty-eight years.
®When Jesus saw him lying there and knew that he
had already been there a long time, he said to him,
“Do you want to be healed?”” The sick man answered
him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when
the water is stirred up, and while I am going another
steps down before me.” 8 Jesus said to him, “Get up,
take up your bed, and walk.” ® And at once the man
was healed, and he took up his bed and walked.

Now that day was the Sabbath. '°So the Jews
said to the man who had been healed, “It is the
Sabbath, and it is not lawful for you to take up your
bed.” ' But he answered them, “The man who healed
me, that man said to me, ‘Take up your bed, and
walk.”” 12 They asked him, “Who is the man who said
to you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’?” '3 Now the
man who had been healed did not know who it was,
for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in the
place. '* Afterward Jesus found him in the temple and
said to him, “See, you are well! Sin no more, that
nothing worse may happen to you.” !> The man went
away and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had
healed him. '®And this was why the Jews were
persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things
on the Sabbath. '"But Jesus answered them, “My
Father is working until now, and I am working.”

8 This was why the Jews were seeking all the

more to kill him, because not only was he breaking
the Sabbath, but he was even calling God his own
Father, making himself equal with God.

19So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to
you, the Son can do nothing of his own accord, but
only what he sees the Father doing. For whatever the
Father does, that the Son does likewise. 2’ For the
Father loves the Son and shows him all that he
himselfis doing. And greater works than these will he
show him, so that you may marvel. 2! For as the Father
raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son
gives life to whom he will. 22 For the Father judges no
one, but has given all judgment to the Son, ?* that all
may honor the Son, just as they honor the Father.
Whoever does not honor the Son does not honor the
Father who sent him. 2* Truly, truly, I say to you,
whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment,
but has passed from death to life.

23 “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming,
and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of
the Son of God, and those who hear will live. 2° For
as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the
Son also to have life in himself. 2’ And he has given
him authority to execute judgment, because he is the
Son of Man. 2 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is
coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his
voice 2’ and come out, those who have done good to
the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil
to the resurrection of judgment.

30¢T can do nothing on my own. As I hear, 1
judge, and my judgment is just, because I seek not my
own will but the will of him who sent me.



