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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 

“What does it signify when people use this now ubiquitous formula (‘As a such-and-such, I 

…’) to affix an identity to an observation? Typically, it’s an assertion of authority: As a 

member of this or that social group, I have experiences that lend my remarks special 

weight…. The incantation seems indispensable. But it can also be…problematic. …[T]he 

very word ‘identity’ points toward the trouble: It comes from the Latin idem, meaning “the 

same.” Because members of a given identity group have experiences that depend on a host 

of other social factors, they’re not the same.” 

~Kwame Anthony Appiah, professor of philosophy at NYU  

and author of The Lies that Bind: Rethinking Identity 

  

“The challenges they had faced together had taught them humility—the need to subsume 

their individual egos for the sake of the boat as a whole—and humility was the common 

gateway through which they were able now to come together and begin to do what they had 

not been able to do before.”  

 

“What mattered more than how hard a man rowed was how well everything he did in the 

boat harmonized with what the other fellows were doing. And a man couldn’t harmonize 

with his crewmates unless he opened his heart to them. He had to care about his crew.”  

~Daniel James Brown, The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans  

and Their Epic Quest for Gold at the 1936 Berlin Olympics 

  

“At every stage of our Christian development and in every sphere of our Christian 

discipleship, pride is the greatest enemy and humility our greatest friend….” 

 

“Every time we look at the cross Christ seems to be saying to us, ‘I am here because of you. 

It is your sin I am bearing, your curse I am suffering, your debt I am paying, your death I am 

dying.’ Nothing in history or in the universe cuts us down to size like the cross. All of us 

have inflated views of ourselves, especially in self-righteousness, until we have visited a 

place called Calvary. It is there, at the foot of the cross, that we shrink to our true size.” 

~John Stott (1921-2011), Anglican priest and noted global Christian leader 

 

“The power of just mercy is that it belongs to the undeserving. It’s when mercy is least 

expected that it is most potent—strong enough to break the cycle of victimization and 

victimhood….” 

~Brian Stevenson in Just Mercy 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “The Attitude of Christ Jesus”– Pastor Don Willeman 
 

SERMON PASSAGE – Philippians 1:27-2:11 (NASB)  

 

Philippians 1 
27 Only conduct yourselves in a manner 

worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I 

come and see you or remain absent, I will hear of 

you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with 

one mind striving together for the faith of the 

gospel; 28 in no way alarmed by your opponents—

which is a sign of destruction for them, but of 

salvation for you, and that too, from God. 29 For to 

you it has been granted for Christ’s sake, not only 

to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 
30 experiencing the same conflict which you saw 

in me, and now hear to be in me. 

  

Philippians 2 
1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in 

Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there 

is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 

compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of 

the same mind, maintaining the same love, united  

in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from 

selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of 

mind regard one another as more important than 

yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own 

personal interests, but also for the interests of 

others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which 

was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He 

existed in the form of God, did not regard equality 

with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 

Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 

being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being found 

in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself by 

becoming obedient to the point of death, even 

death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, God highly 

exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name 

which is above every name, 10 so that at the name 

of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and 

that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 

 

 

 

 


