
 

January 28, 2024 – Order of Worship 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“To me there is in happiness an element of self-forgetfulness. You lose yourself in something outside 
yourself when you are happy; just as when you are desperately miserable you are intensely conscious 
of yourself, are a solid little lump of ego weighing a ton.” 

~Joseph Priestley (1733-1804), English chemist, philosopher, and educator 
 
“God has not been trying an experiment on my faith or love in order to find out their quality. He knew 
it already. It was I who didn’t. In this trial He makes us occupy the dock, the witness box, and the 
bench all at once. He always knew that my temple was a house of cards. His only way of making me 
realize the fact was to knock it down.” 

~CS Lewis (1898-1963), A Grief Observed 
 
“When God guides us down paths of grief, He isn’t leading us away from hope. He’s trying to lead us 
to the point where those streets intersect, so that we never believe the lie that our joy is tied to our 
circumstances.” 

~John Onwuchekwa, pastor and author 
 
“All those who do not in all their works or suffering, life and death, trust in God’s favor, grace and 
good-will, but rather seek His favor in other things or in themselves, do not keep the First 
Commandment, and practice real idolatry, even if they were to do the works or all the other 
Commandments, and in addition had all the prayers, fasting, obedience, patience, chastity, and 
innocence of all the saints combined.”   

~Martin Luther in his Treatise Concerning Good Works (1520) 
 
“How did Christ welcome us? By taking on our human flesh, by living with a bunch of sinners, and 
most stunningly of all, by dying on a Roman cross, so you and I could live with him forever.” 

~Rebecca McLaughlin (PhD, Cambridge), speaker and author 
 
“He who thinks lightly of sin thinks lightly of the Savior.” 

~C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892) 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “Born Free” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Galatians 4:21-31 (ESV)  
1 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no 

different from a slave, though he is the owner of 
everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers 
until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we 
also, when we were children, were enslaved to the 
elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born 
of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and 
if a son, then an heir through God. 

8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you were 
enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. 9 But now 
that you have come to know God, or rather to be known 
by God, how can you turn back again to the weak and 
worthless elementary principles of the world, whose 
slaves you want to be once more? 10 You observe days 
and months and seasons and years! 11 I am afraid I may 
have labored over you in vain. 

12 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also 
have become as you are. You did me no wrong. 13 You 
know it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached 
the gospel to you at first, 14 and though my condition 
was a trial to you, you did not scorn or despise me, but 
received me as an angel of God, as Christ Jesus. 15 What 
then has become of your blessedness? For I testify to 
you that, if possible, you would have gouged out your 
eyes and given them to me. 16 Have I then become your 
enemy by telling you the truth? 17 They make much of 
you, but for no good purpose. They want to shut you 
 

 
 

   
 
 

 
 

out, that you may make much of them. 18 It is always 
good to be made much of for a good purpose, and not 
only when I am present with you, 19 my little children, 
for whom I am again in the anguish of childbirth until 
Christ is formed in you! 20 I wish I could be present with 
you now and change my tone, for I am perplexed about 
you. 

21 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do 
you not listen to the law? 22 For it is written that 
Abraham had two sons, one by a slave woman and one 
by a free woman. 23 But the son of the slave was born 
according to the flesh, while the son of the free woman 
was born through promise. 24 Now this may be 
interpreted allegorically: these women are two 
covenants. One is from Mount Sinai, bearing children 
for slavery; she is Hagar. 25 Now Hagar is Mount Sinai 
in Arabia; she corresponds to the present Jerusalem, for 
she is in slavery with her children. 26 But the Jerusalem 
above is free, and she is our mother. 27 For it is written, 
     “Rejoice, O barren one who does not bear; 
        break forth and cry aloud, you who are not in labor! 
       For the children of the desolate one will be more 
       than those of the one who has a husband.” 

28 Now you, brothers, like Isaac, are children of 
promise. 29 But just as at that time he who was born 
according to the flesh persecuted him who was born 
according to the Spirit, so also it is now. 30 But what 
does the Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and 
her son, for the son of the slave woman shall not inherit 
with the son of the free woman.” 31 So, brothers, we are 
not children of the slave but of the free woman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


