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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 

“Consider what you owe to His immutability. Though you have changed a thousand times, 

He has not changed once.”  

~ Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892) British pastor and author 

 

“The Christian does not think God will love us because we are good, but that God will 

make us good because He loves us.” 

~ C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) British author and professor of English literature 

 

“God’s unfailing love for us is an objective fact affirmed over and over in the Scriptures. It 

is true whether we believe it or not. Our doubts do not destroy God’s love, nor does our 

faith create it. It originates in the very nature of God, who is love, and it flows to us through 

our union with His beloved Son.”  

~ Jerry Bridges (1929-2016) author, speaker and staff member of The Navigators 

 

“[Love] has been given to you for the present, not that it should not be taken from you, nor 

has it been given to you for all time, but as a fig is given to you or a bunch of grapes at the 

appointed season of the year. But if you wish for these things in winter, you are a fool.” 

 ~ Epictetus (55-135) Greek Stoic philosopher 

 

“Now there’s no welcome look in your eyes 

When I reach for you 

And now you’re starting to criticize little things I do 

It makes me just feel like crying 

Cause baby, something beautiful’s dying 

You lost that lovin’ feeling” 

~ The Righteous Brothers, American Rock Band 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “You’ve Lost that Lovin’ Feeling” – Lindsay Whaley 

SERMON PASSAGE – Malachi 1:1-14 (NIV) 

 
1 A prophecy: The word of the LORD to Israel 

through Malachi.  
2 “I have loved you,” says the LORD. 

 “But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ 

 “Was not Esau Jacob’s brother?” declares the 

LORD. “Yet I have loved Jacob, 3 but Esau I have 

hated, and I have turned his hill country into a 

wasteland and left his inheritance to the desert 

jackals.” 
4 Edom may say, “Though we have been 

crushed, we will rebuild the ruins.” 

But this is what the LORD Almighty says: 

“They may build, but I will demolish. They will be 

called the Wicked Land, a people always under the 

wrath of the LORD. 5 You will see it with your own 

eyes and say, ‘Great is the LORD—even beyond the 

borders of Israel!’ 
6 “A son honors his father, and a slave his 

master. If I am a father, where is the honor due me? 

If I am a master, where is the respect due me?” says 

the LORD Almighty. “It is you priests who show 

contempt for my name. “But you ask, ‘How have 

we shown contempt for your name?’ 7 “By offering 

defiled food on my altar. “But you ask, ‘How have 

we defiled you?’ “By saying that the LORD’s table 

is contemptible. 8 When you offer blind animals 
for sacrifice, is that not wrong? When you sacrifice  

 
 

 

 

 

lame or diseased animals, is that not wrong? Try 

offering them to your governor! Would he be 

pleased with you? Would he accept you?” says the 

LORD Almighty. 9 “Now plead with God to be 

gracious to us. With such offerings from your 

hands, will he accept you?”—says the LORD 

Almighty. 10 “Oh, that one of you would shut the 

temple doors, so that you would not light useless 

fires on my altar! I am not pleased with you,” says 

the LORD Almighty, “and I will accept no offering 

from your hands. 11 My name will be great among 

the nations, from where the sun rises to where it 

sets. In every place incense and pure offerings will 

be brought to me, because my name will be great 

among the nations,” says the LORD Almighty. 
12 “But you profane it by saying, ‘The Lord’s table 

is defiled,’ and, ‘Its food is contemptible.’ 13 And 

you say, ‘What a burden!’ and you sniff at it 

contemptuously,” says the LORD Almighty. “When 

you bring injured, lame or diseased animals and 

offer them as sacrifices, should I accept them from 

your hands?” says the LORD. 14 “Cursed is the cheat 

who has an acceptable male in his flock and vows 

to give it, but then sacrifices a blemished animal to 

the Lord. For I am a great king,” says the LORD 

Almighty, “and my name is to be feared among the 

nations. 

 

 

 

 


