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TIME OF REFLECTION  
“Faith is to believe what you do not yet see; the reward for this faith is to see what you 
believe.” 

~St. Augustine (354-430), North African bishop 
  
“Mission begins with a kind of explosion of joy.  The news that the rejected and crucified 
Jesus is alive is something that cannot possibly be suppressed.  It must be told.  Who 
could be silent about such a fact?  The mission of the Church in the pages of the New 
Testament is more like the fallout from a vast explosion, a radioactive fallout which is not 
lethal but life-giving.” 

~Lesslie Newbigin (1909-1998), British theologian and missionary 
  
“Learn this lesson...not to come to Him because you are fit to come, but to come to Him 
because you are unfit to come. Your fitness is your unfitness. Your qualification is your 
lack of qualification.”  

~C.H. Spurgeon (1834-1892), English pastor and author 
    
“Pride gets no pleasure out of having something, only out of having more of it than the 
next man. We say people are proud of being rich, or clever, or good-looking but they are 
not. They are proud of being richer, or cleverer, or better-looking than others.” 

~C.S. Lewis in Mere Christianity 
  
“…religion is not the place where the problem of man’s egotism is automatically 
solved.  Rather, it is there that the ultimate battle between human pride and God’s grace 
takes place.  Insofar as human pride may win that battle, religion can and does become 
one of the instruments of human sin. But insofar as there the self does meet God and so 
can surrender to something beyond its own self-interest, religion may provide the one 
possibility for a much needed and very rare release from our common self-concern.” 

~Langdon Gilkey (1919-2004), professor at University of Chicago 
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Worship through the Word 
 

SERMON – “What the Blind Man Sees” – Andrew Schuman  
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Mark 10:46-11:11 (ESV) 
 

46 And they came to Jericho. And as he was 
leaving Jericho with his disciples and a great 
crowd, Bartimaeus, a blind beggar, the son of 
Timaeus, was sitting by the roadside. 47 And 
when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 48 And many rebuked him, 
telling him to be silent. But he cried out all the 
more, “Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” 49 And Jesus stopped and said, “Call 
him.” And they called the blind man, saying to 
him, “Take heart. Get up; he is calling 
you.” 50 And throwing off his cloak, he sprang 
up and came to Jesus. 51 And Jesus said to 
him, “What do you want me to do for 
you?” And the blind man said to him, “Rabbi, 
let me recover my sight.” 52 And Jesus said to 
him, “Go your way; your faith has made you 
well.” And immediately he recovered his sight 
and followed him on the way. 

 
Chapter 11 

1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, 
to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples 2 and said  

to them, “Go into the village in front of you, 
and immediately as you enter it you will find a 
colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie it 
and bring it.3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are 
you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it 
and will send it back here immediately.’” 4 And 
they went away and found a colt tied at a door 
outside in the street, and they untied it. 5 And 
some of those standing there said to them, 
“What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And 
they told them what Jesus had said, and they let 
them go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus 
and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat on 
it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on the road, 
and others spread leafy branches that they had 
cut from the fields. 9 And those who went 
before and those who followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the 
highest!” 

11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into 
the temple. And when he had looked around at 
everything, as it was already late, he went out 
to Bethany with the twelve. 

 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

  


