October 18, 2020

TIME OF REFLECTION

“God only knows, God makes his plan,
The information’s unavailable to the mortal man.
We work our jobs collect our pay,
Believe were gliding down the highway,
When in fact were slip sliding away.”
~Paul Simon, “Slip Sliding Away”

Scarecrow: I haven’t got a brain... only straw.
Dorothy: How can you talk if you haven’t got a brain?
Scarecrow: I don’t know... But some people without brains do an awful lot of talking... don’t
they?
Dorothy: Yes, I guess you’re right.
~Frank Baum, The Wonderful Wizard of Oz

“Even in peacetime I think those are very wrong who say that schoolboys should be encouraged
to read the newspapers. Nearly all that a boy reads there in his teens will be known before he is
twenty to have been false in emphasis and interpretation, if not in fact as well, and most of it
will have lost all importance. Most of what he remembers he will therefore have to unlearn; and
he will probably have acquired an incurable taste for vulgarity and sensationalism and the fatal
habit of fluttering from paragraph to paragraph to learn how an actress has been divorced in
California, a train derailed in France, and quadruplets born in New Zealand.”

~C.S. Lewis, Surprised by Joy

“Evil will always triumph, because good is dumb.”
~Dark Helmet, Spaceballs

“Folly, thou conquerest, and I must yield!
Against stupidity the very gods
Themselves contend in vain.”
~Friedrich Schiller, The Maid of Orleans

“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the marketplaces and
calling to their playmates, ‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge,
and you did not mourn.” For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a
demon.” The Son of Man came eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!” Yet wisdom is justified by her deeds.”
~Matthew 11:16-19



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “Knowing God in His Wisdom” — Pastor Ryan Bouton, Campus Pastor at The Quechee Church

SERMON PASSAGE — selected passages (ESV)

1 Corinthians 1:18-31

18 For the word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of
God. " For it is written,

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the
discernment of the discerning I will thwart.”

22 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe?
Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish
the wisdom of the world? 2! For since, in the wisdom of
God, the world did not know God through wisdom, it
pleased God through the folly of what we preach to save
those who believe. 2 For Jews demand signs and Greeks
seek wisdom, % but we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling
block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, *but to those who are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and
the wisdom of God. % For the foolishness of God is wiser
than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

26 For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you
were wise according to worldly standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. ” But God chose
what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose
what is weak in the world to shame the strong; 2® God chose
what is low and despised in the world, even things that are
not, to bring to nothing things that are, * so that no human
being might boast in the presence of God. ** And because
of him you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom
from God, righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, 3'so that, as it is written, “Let the one who
boasts, boast in the Lord.”

Proverbs 3:5-7
5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not lean on your own understanding.
%In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths.
"Be not wise in your own eyes;
fear the LORD, and turn away from evil.

Proverbs 4:7-9

" The beginning of wisdom is this: Get wisdom,
and whatever you get, get insight.

8 Prize her highly, and she will exalt you;
she will honor you if you embrace her.

? She will place on your head a graceful garland;
she will bestow on you a beautiful crown.”

Proverbs 9:10-11
10The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.
""For by me your days will be multiplied,
and years will be added to your life.

James 1:5-6

SIf any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who
gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be
given him. ¢ But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for
the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven
and tossed by the wind.

James 3:13-18

3 Who is wise and understanding among you? By his
good conduct let him show his works in the meekness of
wisdom. “But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish
ambition in your hearts, do not boast and be false to the
truth. > This is not the wisdom that comes down from
above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic. '* For where
jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be disorder
and every vile practice. '’ But the wisdom from above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of
mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere. ' And a
harvest of righteousness is sown in peace by those who
make peace.

Luke 12:16-21

'8 And he told them a parable, saying, “The land of a
rich man produced plentifully, ' and he thought to himself,
‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’
'8 And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my
goods. '° And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.”
2But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose
will they be?” 2! So is the one who lays up treasure for
himself and is not rich toward God.”



