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TIME OF REFLECTION 

 
“Being in politics is like being a football coach.  You have to be smart enough to 
understand the game and dumb enough to think it’s important.” 

~Eugene McCarthy (1916 - 2005), American politician  
and Senator from Minnesota 

 
“…churches in America lost the ability to maintain the disciplines necessary to sustain 
a people capable of being an alternative to the world…More Americans may go to 
church than their counterparts in Europe, but the churches to which they go do little to 
challenge the…presumptions that form their lives or the lives of the churches to which 
they go…. America is the exemplification of what I call the project of modernity. That 
project is the attempt to produce a people who believe that they should have no story 
except the story that they choose…That is what Americans mean by ‘freedom.’” 

~Stanley Hauerwas, noted American intellectual  
and professor at Duke University 

 
“The secret to freedom from enslaving patterns of sin is worship. You need worship. 
You need great worship. You need weeping worship. You need glorious worship. You 
need to sense God’s greatness and to be moved by it—moved to tears and moved to 
laughter—move by who God is and what He has done for you.” 

~Tim Keller, pastor in New York City 
 
“The Englishness of English is audible only to those who know some other language as 
well. In the same way and for the same reason, only Supernaturalists really see Nature. 
You must go a little way from her, and then turn round, and look back. Then at last the 
true landscape will become visible. You must have tasted, however briefly, the pure 
water from beyond the world before you can be distinctly conscious of the hot, salty 
tang of Nature’s current. To treat her as God, or as Everything, is to lose the whole pith 
and pleasure of her. Come out, look back, and then you will see.” 

~C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “Power Religion Meets the Religion of Power ”– Pastor Don Willeman 
 
SERMON PASSAGES  –  Acts 18:1-17, 1 Corinthians 1:17-18;21-25; 2:1-5 (NASB) 

 

Acts 18:1-17 (NASB) 
1 After these things he left Athens and went to 

Corinth. 2 And he found a Jew named Aquila, a 
native of Pontus, having recently come from Italy 
with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had 
commanded all the Jews to leave Rome. He came 
to them, 3 and because he was of the same trade, 
he stayed with them and they were working, for 
by trade they were tent-makers. 4 And he was 
reasoning in the synagogue every Sabbath and 
trying to persuade Jews and Greeks. 

5 But when Silas and Timothy came down 
from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself 
completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the 
Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 6 But when they 
resisted and blasphemed, he shook out his 
garments and said to them, “Your blood be on 
your own heads! I am clean. From now on I will 
go to the Gentiles.” 7 Then he left there and went 
to the house of a man named Titius Justus, a 
worshiper of God, whose house was next to the 
synagogue. 8 Crispus, the leader of the synagogue, 
believed in the Lord with all his household, and 
many of the Corinthians when they heard were  

believing and being baptized. 9 And the Lord said to 
Paul in the night by a vision, “Do not be afraid any 
longer, but go on speaking and do not be silent; 
10 for I am with you, and no man will attack you in 
order to harm you, for I have many people in this 
city.” 11 And he settled there a year and six months, 
teaching the word of God among them. 

12 But while Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, 
the Jews with one accord rose up against Paul and 
brought him before the judgment seat, 13 saying, 
“This man persuades men to worship God contrary 
to the law.” 14 But when Paul was about to open his 
mouth, Gallio said to the Jews, “If it were a matter 
of wrong or of vicious crime, O Jews, it would be 
reasonable for me to put up with you; 15 but if there 
are questions about words and names and your own 
law, look after it yourselves; I am unwilling to be a 
judge of these matters.” 16 And he drove them away 
from the judgment seat. 17 And they all took hold of 
Sosthenes, the leader of the synagogue, and began 
beating him in front of the judgment seat. But Gallio 
was not concerned about any of these things. 

 
1 Corinthians 1:17-18;21-25; 2:1-5 (NASB) 

17 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to 
preach the gospel, not in cleverness of speech, so 
that the cross of Christ would not be made void. 

18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to 
those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved it is the power of God. 

21 For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not come to know God, 
God was well-pleased through the foolishness of 
the message preached to save those who believe. 
22 For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search 
for wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to 
Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles 
foolishness, 24 but to those who are the called, 
both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God  

and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than men. 
Chapter 2 

1 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not 
come with superiority of speech or of wisdom, 
proclaiming to you the testimony of God. 2 For I 
determined to know nothing among you except 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified. 3 I was with you in 
weakness and in fear and in much trembling, 4 and 
my message and my preaching were not in 
persuasive words of wisdom, but in demonstration 
of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith would 
not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the power of 
God. 

 


