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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 

“Batter my heart, three-person’d God, for you 
As yet but knock, breathe, shine, and seek to mend; 
That I may rise and stand, o’erthrow me, and bend 
Your force to break, blow, burn, and make me new. 

I, like an usurp’d town to another due, 
Labor to admit you, but oh, to no end; 

Reason, your viceroy in me, me should defend, 
But is captiv’d, and proves weak or untrue. 

Yet dearly I love you, and would be lov’d fain, 
But am betroth’d unto your enemy; 

Divorce me, untie or break that knot again, 
Take me to you, imprison me, for I, 

Except you enthrall me, never shall be free, 
Nor ever chaste, except you ravish me.” 

 
~John Donne (1572-1631), English poet and cleric 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “Do You Not Remember?” – Pastor Kevin Schwartz  
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Mark 8:1-26 (ESV)  
 

1In those days, when again a great crowd 
had gathered, and they had nothing to eat, he 
called his disciples to him and said to them, 2 “I 
have compassion on the crowd, because they 
have been with me now three days and have 
nothing to eat. 3 And if I send them away hungry 
to their homes, they will faint on the way. And 
some of them have come from far away.” 4 And 
his disciples answered him, “How can one feed 
these people with bread here in this desolate 
place?” 5 And he asked them, “How many 
loaves do you have?” They said, “Seven.” 6 And 
he directed the crowd to sit down on the ground. 
And he took the seven loaves, and having given 
thanks, he broke them and gave them to his 
disciples to set before the people; and they set 
them before the crowd. 7 And they had a few 
small fish. And having blessed them, he said 
that these also should be set before 
them. 8 And they ate and were satisfied. And 
they took up the broken pieces left over, seven 
baskets full. 9 And there were about four 
thousand people. And he sent them away. 10 And 
immediately he got into the boat with his 
disciples and went to the district of Dalmanutha. 

11 The Pharisees came and began to argue 
with him, seeking from him a sign from 
heaven to test him. 12 And he sighed deeply in 
his spirit and said, “Why does this generation 
seek a sign? Truly, I say to you, no sign will be 
given to this generation.” 13 And he left them, 
got into the boat again, and went to the other 
side. 

14 Now they had forgotten to bring bread, 
and they had only one loaf with them in the 
boat.15 And he cautioned them, saying, “Watch 
out; beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and 
the leaven of Herod.” 16 And they began 
discussing with one another the fact that they 
had no bread. 17 And Jesus, aware of this, said to 
them, “Why are you discussing the fact that you 
have no bread? Do you not yet perceive or 
understand? Are your hearts hardened?   
18 Having eyes do you not see, and having ears 
do you not hear? And do you not 
remember? 19 When I broke the five loaves for 
the five thousand, how many baskets full of 
broken pieces did you take up?” They said to 
him, “Twelve.” 20 “And the seven for the four 
thousand, how many baskets full of broken 
pieces did you take up?” And they said to him, 
“Seven.” 21 And he said to them, “Do you not 
yet understand?” 

22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some 
people brought to him a blind man and begged 
him to touch him. 23 And he took the blind man 
by the hand and led him out of the village, and 
when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands 
on him, he asked him, “Do you see 
anything?” 24 And he looked up and said, “I see 
people, but they look like trees, 
walking.”25 Then Jesus laid his hands on his 
eyes again; and he opened his eyes, his sight 
was restored, and he saw everything 
clearly. 26 And he sent him to his home, 
saying, “Do not even enter the village.” 

 


