
November 2, 2025 – Order of Worship 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“Men sometimes speak as if humility and meekness would rob us of what is noble and bold and 
manlike. O that all would believe that this is the nobility of the kingdom of heaven, that this is the 
royal spirit that the king of heaven displayed, that this is godlike, to humble oneself, to become servant 
of all!” 

~Andrew Murray (1828-1917), writer and pastor 
 
“It is blasphemy if you pray before God while you are full of anger.”  

~Ephrem the Syrian (c.306-373), Aramean Christian theologian and writer 
  
My dear Wormwood, 
Be sure that the patient remains completely fixated on politics. Arguments, political gossip, and 
obsessing on the faults of people they have never met serves as an excellent distraction from 
advancing in personal virtue, character, and the things the patient can control. Make sure to keep the 
patient in a constant state of angst, frustration, and general disdain towards the rest of the human race 
in order to avoid any kind of charity or inner peace from further developing. Ensure the patient 
continues to believe that the problem is “out there” in the “broken system” rather than recognizing 
there is a problem with himself. 
Keep up the good work, 
Uncle Screwtape 

~from C.S. Lewis’s devilish book, The Screwtape Letters (1941) 
 
“They all therefore were glorified and magnified, not through themselves or their own works or the 
righteous doing which they wrought, but through His will. And so we, having been called through His 
will in Christ Jesus, are not justified through ourselves or through our own wisdom or understanding or 
piety or works which we wrought in holiness of heart, but through faith, whereby the Almighty God 
justified all men that have been from the beginning; to whom be the glory forever and ever.” 

~Clement of Rome in 1 Clement 32:3-4, a letter written to Corinth in c. A.D. 96 
 
“God allowed his Son to suffer as if a condemned sinner, so that we might be delivered from the 
penalty of our sins. This is God’s righteousness, that we are not justified by works (for then they 
would have to be perfect, which is impossible), but by grace, in which case all our sin is removed.” 

~John Chrysostom (c. 347-407), Homilies on the Epistles of Paul to the Corinthians 
 
Question 33: What is justification? Answer: Justification is the act of God’s free grace by which He 
pardons all our sins and accepts us as righteous in His sight. He does so only because He counts the 
righteousness of Christ as ours. Justification is received by faith alone. 

~Westminster Shorter Catechism (1647) 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “Christ Reconciles Us to One Another” – Pastor Don Willeman                                           

SERMON PASSAGES – selected passages (ESV)  

Acts 2 
41 So those who received [Peter’s] word were 

baptized, and there were added that day [to the 
church] about three thousand souls. 42 And they 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 
43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders 
and signs were being done through the apostles. 
44 And all who believed were together and had all 
things in common. 45 And they were selling their 
possessions and belongings and distributing the 
proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 And day by day, 
attending the temple together and breaking bread in 
their homes, they received their food with glad and 
generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor 
with all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number day by day those who were being saved. 
 
Ephesians 2 

1 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 
2 in which you once walked, following the course of 
this world, following the prince of the power of the 
air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in 
the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of 
the flesh and the mind, and were by nature children 
of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being 
rich in mercy, because of the great love with which 
he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our 
trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by 
grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with 
him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might 
show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you 
have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

 

which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk 
in them. 

11 Therefore remember that at one time you 
Gentiles in the flesh, called “the uncircumcision” by 
what is called the circumcision, which is made in 
the flesh by hands— 12 remember that you were at 
that time separated from Christ, alienated from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without 
God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far off have been brought near by the 
blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who 
has made us both one and has broken down in his 
flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15 by abolishing the 
law of commandments expressed in ordinances, that 
he might create in himself one new man in place of 
the two, so making peace, 16 and might reconcile us 
both to God in one body through the cross, thereby 
killing the hostility. 17 And he came and preached 
peace to you who were far off and peace to those who 
were near. 18 For through him we both have access in 
one Spirit to the Father. 
 
Ephesians 4 & 5 

1 I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to 
walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, 2 with all humility and gentleness, 
with patience, bearing with one another in love, 
3 eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace…. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of 
God, by whom you were sealed for the day of 
redemption. 31 Let all bitterness and wrath and anger 
and clamor and slander be put away from you, along 
with all malice. 32 Be kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in 
Christ forgave you. 1 Therefore be imitators of God, 
as beloved children. 2 And walk in love, as Christ 
loved us and gave himself up for us, a fragrant 
offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

 
 


