July 13, 2025 - Order of Worship

TIME OF REFLECTION

“Of all the passions, the passion for the Inner Ring is most skillful in making a man who is not yet a
very bad man do very bad things.

...you may be quite sure of this. Unless you take measures to prevent it, this desire is going to be one
of the chief motives of your life, from the first day on which you enter your profession until the day
when you are too old to care. That will be the natural thing—the life that will come to you of its own
accord. Any other kind of life, if you lead it, will be the result of conscious and continuous effort.”
~C.S. Lewis (1898-1963) in The Inner Ring

“Look, the insidious thing about these forms of worship...is that they are unconscious. They are
default-settings. They’re the kind of worship you just gradually slip into, day after day, getting more
and more selective about what you see and how you measure value without ever being fully aware that
that’s what you’re doing. And the world will not discourage you from operating on your default-
settings, because the world of men and money and power hums along quite nicely on the fuel of fear
and contempt and frustration and craving and the worship of self. Our own present culture has
harnessed these forces in ways that have yielded extraordinary wealth and comfort and personal
freedom. The freedom to be lords of our own tiny skull-sized kingdoms, alone at the center of all
creation.”

“The really important kind of freedom involves attention, and awareness, and discipline, and effort,
and being able truly to care about other people and to sacrifice for them, over and over, in myriad petty
little unsexy ways, every day. That is real freedom. The alternative is unconsciousness, the default-
setting, the ‘rat race’ — the constant gnawing sense of having had and lost some infinite thing.”
~David Foster Wallace (1962-2008), American author and professor

“What can strip the seeming beauty,
From the idols of the earth?
Not a sense of right or duty,
But the sight of peerless worth.”
~Lyrics to hymn “Hast Thou Heard Him, Seen Him, Known Him?”



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “Moses’ Faith” — Scott Sottosanti
SERMON PASSAGE - Hebrews 11:23-31 (ESV)

23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden
for three months by his parents, because they saw
that the child was beautiful, and they were not afraid
of the king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was
grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s
daughter, 2° choosing rather to be mistreated with the
people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of
sin. 2°He considered the reproach of Christ greater
wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was
looking to the reward. 2’ By faith he left Egypt, not
being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured

as seeing him who is invisible. 22 By faith he kept the
Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the
Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.

2 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on
dry land, but the Egyptians, when they attempted to
do the same, were drowned. 3°By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for
seven days. 3! By faith Rahab the prostitute did not
perish with those who were disobedient, because she
had given a friendly welcome to the spies.



