
January 21, 2024 – Order of Worship 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“Most people, if they have really learned to look into their own hearts, would know that they do want, 
and want acutely, something that cannot be had in this world. There are all sorts of things in this 
world that offer to give it to you, but they never quite keep their promise.”    

~C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), literary scholar and profess at Oxford and Cambridge 
 
“I had no idea who I was, or what I could be away from tennis. I was depressed and afraid because so 
much of my life had been defined by my being a tennis champion. I was completely lost. Winning 
made me feel like I was somebody. It made me feel pretty. It was like being hooked on a drug. I 
needed the wins, the applause, in order to have an identity.” 

~Chris Evert, tennis star and record-holding seven-time French Open winner 
 
“Whatever controls us is our lord. The person who seeks power is controlled by power. The person 
who seeks acceptance is controlled by the people he or she want to please. We do not control 
ourselves. We are controlled by the lord of our lives.” 

~Rebecca Manley Pippert, speaker and author 
 
Modern man “still had to merge himself with some higher, self-absorbing meaning … If he no longer 
had God, how was he to do this? One of the first ways that occurred to him, was the ‘romantic 
solution’ … The self-glorification that he needed in his innermost nature he now looked for in the 
love partner…. The failure of romantic love as a solution to human problems is so much a part of 
modern man’s frustration … No human relationship can bear the burden of godhood … However 
much we may idealize and idolize [the love partner], he inevitably reflects earthly decay and 
imperfection … After all, what is it that we want when we elevate the love partner to this position? 
We want to be rid of our faults, of our feeling of nothingness. We want to be justified, to know our 
existence has not been in vain.” 

~Ernest Becker, Pulitzer Prize-winning author of The Denial of Death 
 
“We obey God not because we are afraid of what He will do to us if we do not. Rather, we obey Him 
because we are moved by all that He has done for us in Jesus Christ. He has lovingly elected us and 
sprinkled us with the sin-forgiving, grace-abounding blood of Jesus.”  

~Anthony J. Carter, pastor and author 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “Exposing False Gods. Knowing the True One.” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Galatians 4:8-20 (ESV)  
1 I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child, is no 

different from a slave, though he is the owner of 
everything, 2 but he is under guardians and managers 
until the date set by his father. 3 In the same way we 
also, when we were children, were enslaved to the 
elementary principles of the world. 4 But when the 
fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born 
of woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those who 
were under the law, so that we might receive adoption 
as sons. 6 And because you are sons, God has sent the 
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 
Father!” 7 So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and 
if a son, then an heir through God. 

8 Formerly, when you did not know God, you 
were enslaved to those that by nature are not gods. 
9 But now that you have come to know God, or rather 
to be known by God, how can you turn back again to 
the weak and worthless elementary principles of the 
world, whose slaves you want to be once more? 10 You 
observe days and months and seasons and years! 11 I  

 
 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

am afraid I may have labored over you in vain. 
12 Brothers, I entreat you, become as I am, for I also 

have become as you are. You did me no wrong. 13 You 
know it was because of a bodily ailment that I preached 
the gospel to you at first, 14 and though my condition 
was a trial to you, you did not scorn or  
despise me, but received me as an angel of God, as 
Christ Jesus. 15 What then has become of your 
blessedness? For I testify to you that, if possible, you 
would have gouged out your eyes and given them to 
me. 16 Have I then become your enemy by telling you 
the truth? 17 They make much of you, but for no good 
purpose. They want to shut you out, that you may make 
much of them. 18 It is always good to be made much of 
for a good purpose, and not only when I am present 
with you, 19 my little children, for whom I am again in 
the anguish of childbirth until Christ is formed in you! 
20 I wish I could be present with you now and change 
my tone, for I am perplexed about you. 

 


