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TIME OF REFLECTION

“If you read history, you will find that the Christians who did the most for the present world were just
those who thought most of the next. The apostles themselves, who set on foot the conversion of the
Roman Empire; the great men who built up the Middle Ages; the English evangelicals who abolished
the slave trade, all left their mark on earth, precisely because their minds were occupied with
heaven. It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world that they have become so
ineffective in this.”

~C. S. Lewis (1898-1963), British writer, lay theologian and Christian apologist

“We should not decide how to pray based on the experiences and feelings we want. Instead, we
should do everything possible to behold our God as he is, and prayer will follow. The more clearly we
grasp who God is, the more our prayer is shaped and determined accordingly.”

“If we can’t say ‘thy will be done’ from the bottom of our hearts, we will never know any peace. We
will feel compelled to try to control people and control our environment and make things the way we
believe they ought to be.”

~Timothy Keller (1950-present), American pastor, theologian and Christian apologist.

“Praying puts us at risk of getting involved in God’s conditions. Be slow to pray. Praying most often
doesn’t get us what we want but what God wants, something quite at variance with what we conceive
to be in our best interests.”

~Eugene Peterson (1932-present), American pastor, professor, author, and poet

“Prayer is the practice of drawing on the grace of God. Don’t say, ‘I will endure this until I can get
away and pray.” Pray now - draw on the grace of God in your moment of need. Prayer is the most
normal and useful thing; it is not simply a reflex action of your devotion to God. We are very slow to
learn to draw on God’s grace through prayer.”

~Oswald Chambers (1874-1917) Scottish minister and teacher

“Ah! believers, you are a tempted people. You are always poor and needy. And God intends it should
be so, to give you constant errands to go to Jesus. Some may say, it is not good to be a believer; but
ah! see to whom we can go.”

~Robert Murray M’Cheyne (1813-1843), poet and minister in the Church of Scotland

“There is not in the world a kind of life more sweet and delightful than that of a continual
conversation with God.”
~Brother Lawrence of the Resurrection (1614-1691)

“Nothing tends more to cement the hearts of Christians than praying together. Never do they love one
another so well as when they witness the outpouring of each other’s hearts in prayer.”
~Charles Finney (1792-1875), American minister



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “Praying with Understanding and Freedom” — Doug Cooper
SERMON PASSAGE - Luke 11:1-13 (ESV)

! Now Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he finished, one of his disciples said to
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 2 And he said to them, “When you
pray, say:

“Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread,
4 and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone who is indebted to us.
And lead us not into temptation.”

5 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend will go to him at midnight and say to
him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves, ¢for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have
nothing to set before him’; 7and he will answer from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door is now
shut, and my children are with me in bed. I cannot get up and give you anything’? ®I tell you,
though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his
impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. ° And I tell you, ask, and it will be given
to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. '°For everyone who asks
receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened. ' What
father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of a fish give him a serpent; ?or if he
asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? *If you then, who are evil, know how to give good
gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask him!”



