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Living in the Freedom of the Law

Hello, this is Pastor Don of Christ Redeemer Church. Welcome to The Kingdom Perspective.
We should be very cautious in how we use our freedom.

True freedom is not defined by “my rights” (i.e. me getting what I want without interference from others)
but by obeying God’s command to sacrificially serve my neighbor.

Listen to Galatians 5:
“It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a
yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1).

In the context, St. Paul is commanding us to fight for the full freedom that Christ has won.
But what exactly does that full freedom look like?

Well, Galatians 5:13-14 explains it:
“For you were called to freedom...; only do not use your freedom to satisfy yourself, but through
love serve one another. For the whole Law is fulfilled in one command, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”

Do you want to assert your freedom? Then, you need only to sacrificially love and serve your neighbor. Put
their interests, their perspective, above your own. Sacrifice your “rights” and “concerns” for their good. Be
more concerned for maintaining unity with them in Christ than maintaining your comfort or convenience.

When we are driven merely by our “concerns” or our demand for “rights”, we tend to stand in judgment of
one another. And if we stand in judgment of one another, then we stand in judgment of God and His
commandment. This is a bitter and dangerous place to be. As Paul reminds us in the very next verse: the
opposite of loving your neighbor is judging and verbally attacking them. In such case, “if you bite and
devour one another, watch out lest you be destroyed by one another.” (Galatians 5:15).

Something to think about from The Kingdom Perspective.

“For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of slavery...

For you were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh,
but through love serve one another. For the whole law is fulfilled in one word: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” But if you bite and devour one another, watch out that you are not consumed by one
another.”

~ Galatians 5:1, 13-15 (ESV)

Thank you for listening to and supporting The Kingdom Perspective! The Kingdom Perspective is a ministry of Christ Redeemer
Church of Hanover, NH. To hear more episodes you can subscribe on Apple Podcasts. To donate click here or to find out more about
the ministry and resources offered by Christ Redeemer Church visit www.christredeemerchurch.org.
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