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TIME OF REFLECTION  

“There is no process of amalgamation by which opinions, wrong individually, can 

become right merely by their multitude.” 

 ~John Ruskin (1819-1900), English art critic, artist, and author 

 

“The problem of secularism in America begins in a significant sense with the churches 

themselves and their theology and religious practices. Why should we be surprised if 

Americans increasingly experience Christianity as alien to their secular experience, 

when their Christianity has already defined itself as alien to secular experience.” 

~David L. Schindler, contemporary American theologian 

 

“ …no single piece of our…world is to be hermetically sealed off from the rest, and 

there is not a square inch in the whole domain of our human existence over which 

Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not cry: ‘Mine!’” 

~Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920), Dutch theologian and statesman 

 

“The gospel is not a doctrine of the tongue, but of life. It cannot be grasped by reason 

and memory only, but it is fully understood when it possesses the whole soul and 

penetrates to the inner recesses of the heart.” 

~John Calvin (1509-1564), French theologian and pastor 

 

“Where Christ is preached as ascended in the flesh, it cannot be said that the flesh is 

unworthy of the upward call. And if it is worthy, or has been made worthy, then it 

follows that the flesh can neither be despised nor indulged, but must rather be 

disciplined and trained for glory.” 

~Douglas Farrow, professor at McGill University in Montreal 

 

“What binds us [as Christians]…is not common education, common race, common 

income levels, common politics, common nationality, common accents, common jobs, 

or anything else of that sort. Christians come together because they have all been loved 

by Jesus himself.” 

~D. A. Carson, contemporary theologian and biblical scholar 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Worship through the Word 
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SERMON – “When God’s Priorities Are Mine”  
Dr. Brent Allen, District Executive Minister for Converge Northeast 

 

SERMON PASSAGE – Colossians 1:9-14, 3:1-17 (NIV)  
 

Chapter 1 
9 For this reason, since the day we heard 

about you, we have not stopped praying for 

you. We continually ask God to fill you with 

the knowledge of his will through all the 

wisdom and understanding that the Spirit 

gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of 

the Lord and please him in every way: 

bearing fruit in every good work, growing in 

the knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened 

with all power according to his glorious 

might so that you may have great endurance 

and patience, 12 and giving joyful thanks to 

the Father, who has qualified you to share in 

the inheritance of his holy people in the 

kingdom of light. 13 For he has rescued us 

from the dominion of darkness and brought 

us into the kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in 

whom we have redemption, the forgiveness 

of sins. 

 

Chapter 3 
1Since, then, you have been raised with 

Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set 

your minds on things above, not on earthly 

things. 3 For you died, and your life is now 

hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, 

who is your life, appears, then you also will 

appear with him in glory. 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever 

belongs to your earthly nature: sexual 

immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 

greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these,  

 

the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to 

walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 
8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all 

such things as these: anger, rage, malice, 

slander, and filthy language from your lips. 
9 Do not lie to each other, since you have 

taken off your old self with its practices 10 and 

have put on the new self, which is being 

renewed in knowledge in the image of its 

Creator. 11 Here there is no Gentile or Jew, 

circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, 

Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is 

in all. 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, 

holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness 

and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 

forgive one another if any of you has a 

grievance against someone. Forgive as the 

Lord forgave you. 14 And over all these 

virtues put on love, which binds them all 

together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your 

hearts, since as members of one body you 

were called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let 

the message of Christ dwell among you richly 

as you teach and admonish one another with 

all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs 

from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude 

in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name 

of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him. 

 

  


