March 1o, 2024 - Order of Worship

TIME OF REFLECTION

“I note the obvious differences between each sort and type, but we are more alike, my friends, than
we are unalike.”
~Maya Angelou (1928-2014), poet and activist

“If we could read the secret history of our enemies, we should find in each man’s life sorrow and
suffering enough to disarm all hostility.”
~Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (1807-1882), poet and educator

“Much that we have interpreted as a defect of [holiness and happiness] in church people is really an
outgrowth of their loss of bearing with respect to justification. Christians who are no longer sure that
God loves and accepts them in Jesus, apart from their present spiritual achievements, are
subconsciously radically insecure people.... Their insecurity shows itself in pride, a fierce, defensive
assertion of their own righteousness [or ‘rightness’], and defensive criticism of others. They come
naturally to hate other cultural styles and other races in order to bolster their own security and
discharge the suppressed anger.”

~Richard Lovelace (1931-2020) in The Dynamics of Spiritual Life

“What we suffer from today is humility in the wrong place. A man was meant to be doubtful about
himself, but undoubting about the truth. This is now exactly reversed.”
~G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936), writer and literary critic

“When diversion becomes a way of life, we avoid the very issues to which we should be most
attentive...the grim, unpleasant truth that our lives lack meaning without God...”
~Dick Staub, contemporary cultural commentator

“Freedom makes a huge requirement of every human being. With freedom comes responsibility. For
the person who is unwilling to grow up, the person who does not want to carry is own weight, this is a
frightening prospect.”

~Eleanor Roosevelt (1884-1962), diplomat, activist, and First Lady



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “Living in Grace, Truth and Loving Community” — Pastor Don Willeman
SERMON PASSAGE - Galatians 5:22-6:10 (ESV)

Galatians 5(ESV)

3 For you were called to freedom, brothers.
Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity
for the flesh, but through love serve one another.
“For the whole law is fulfilled in one word:
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” !* But
if you bite and devour one another, watch out that
you are not consumed by one another.

16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will
not gratify the desires of the flesh....

22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
2 gentleness, self-control; against such things
there is no law. 2* And those who belong to Christ
Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions
and desires.

2 If we live by the Spirit, let us also keep in
step with the Spirit. *Let us not become
conceited, provoking one another, envying one
another.

Galatians 6 (ESV)

!'Brothers, if anyone is caught in any
transgression, you who are spiritual should restore
him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on
yourself, lest you too be tempted. 2Bear one
another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.

*For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is
nothing, he deceives himself. *But let each one
test his own work, and then his reason to boast
will be in himself alone and not in his neighbor.
5For each will have to bear his own load.

®Let the one who is taught the word share all
good things with the one who teaches. ” Do not be
deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one
sows, that will he also reap. ®For the one who
sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap
corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will
from the Spirit reap eternal life. ® And let us not
grow weary of doing good, for in due season we
will reap, if we do not give up. '°So then, as we
have opportunity, let us do good to everyone, and
especially to those who are of the household of
faith.

1 Corinthians 13 (NIV)

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not
easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs.
®Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with
the truth. "It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.

8 Love never fails.



