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TIME OF REFLECTION 
“It’s the greatest gift of all, to bear their pain without breaking. And it’s born from the 
most human power – hope.”  

~Charles Xavier, X-Men 
  

“Religious suffering is, at one and the same time, the expression of real suffering and a 
protest against real suffering. Religion is the sigh of the oppressed creature, the heart of 
a heartless world, and the soul of soulless conditions. It is the opium of the people.” 

~Karl Marx (1818-1883) 
  

“We regard God as an airman regards his parachute; it’s there for emergencies but he 
hopes he’ll never have to use it.” 

 ~C.S. Lewis (1898-1963), The Problem of Pain 
  

“The tremendous figure which fills the Gospels towers in this respect, as in every other, 
above all the thinkers who ever thought themselves tall. His pathos was natural, almost 
casual. The Stoics, ancient and modern, were proud of concealing their tears. He never 
concealed His tears; He showed them plainly on His open face at any daily sight, such 
as the far sight of His native city. Yet He concealed something. Solemn supermen and 
imperial diplomatists are proud of restraining their anger. He never restrained His 
anger. He flung furniture down the front steps of the Temple, and asked men how they 
expected to escape the damnation of Hell. Yet He restrained something. I say it with 
reverence; there was in that shattering personality a thread that must be called shyness. 
There was something that He hid from all men when He went up a mountain to pray. 
There was something that He covered constantly by abrupt silence or impetuous 
isolation. There was some one thing that was too great for God to show us when He 
walked upon our earth; and I have sometimes fancied that it was His mirth.” 

~G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936), Orthodoxy 
  

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will 
have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.”  

~John 16:33 
  

“And in the end, the end is oceans and oceans of love and love again. 
We’ll see how the tears that have fallen were caught in the palms 
Of the Giver of love and the Lover of all 
And we’ll look back on these tears as old tales.” 

~Andrew Peterson (1974-present), “After the Last Tear Falls” 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “Christ in You” – Ryan Bouton 
  
SERMON PASSAGE – Colossians 1:24-2:5 (ESV)  

 
24 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for 

your sake, and in my flesh I am filling up 
what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the 
sake of his body, that is, the church, 25 of 
which I became a minister according to the 
stewardship from God that was given to me 
for you, to make the word of God fully 
known, 26 the mystery hidden for ages and 
generations but now revealed to his saints. 
27 To them God chose to make known how 
great among the Gentiles are the riches of 
the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in 
you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we proclaim, 
warning everyone and teaching everyone 
with all wisdom, that we may present 
everyone mature in Christ.  

 

29 For this I toil, struggling with all his energy 
that he powerfully works within me. 
Chapter 2 

1 For I want you to know how great a 
struggle I have for you and for those at 
Laodicea and for all who have not seen me 
face to face, 2 that their hearts may be 
encouraged, being knit together in love, to 
reach all the riches of full assurance of 
understanding and the knowledge of God’s 
mystery, which is Christ, 3 in whom are 
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. 4 I say this in order that no one 
may delude you with plausible arguments. 
5 For though I am absent in body, yet I am 
with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good 
order and the firmness of your faith in Christ. 

 
 


