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TIME OF REFLECTION  

“The special mark of the modern world is not that it is skeptical, but that it is dogmatic 
without knowing it. The moderns believe without knowing what they believe—and without 
even knowing that they do believe it.” 

~G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936), writer and critic 
 
“Forgiveness is the key to action and freedom.”  
 
“In order to go on living one must try to escape the death involved in perfectionism.”  
 
“Forgiveness is the only way to reverse the irreversible flow of history.” 

~Hannah Arendt (1906-1975), German-American political theorist and writer 
 
“Having looked the past in the eye, having asked for forgiveness and having made amends, 
let us shut the door on the past—not in order to forget it but in order not to allow it to 
imprison us.” 

~Desmond Tutu, South African bishop, theologian and activist 
 
“Faith is to believe what we do not see, and the reward of this faith is to see what we 
believe.” 

~Augustine (354-430), North African bishop and theologian 
 
“Providence is wonderfully intricate. Ah! You want always to see through Providence, do 
you not? You never will, I assure you. You have not eyes good enough. You want to see 
what good that affliction was to you; you must believe it. You want to see how it can bring 
good to the soul; you may be enabled in a little time; but you cannot see it now; you must 
believe it. Honor God by trusting Him.” 

~Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892), London pastor and author 
 
“I’m not a victim. I refuse to be one.” 

~Toni Morrison (1931-2019), novelist and college professor 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “The Power of Forgiveness and the Power to Forgive” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Genesis 49:33-50:21 (ESV)  

Genesis 49 
33 When Jacob finished commanding his sons, he 

drew up his feet into the bed and breathed his last and 
was gathered to his people. 

 
Genesis 50 

1  Then Joseph fell on his father’s face and wept 
over him and kissed him. 2 And Joseph commanded 
his servants the physicians to embalm his father. So 
the physicians embalmed Israel. 3 Forty days were 
required for it, for that is how many are required for 
embalming. And the Egyptians wept for him seventy 
days. 

4 And when the days of weeping for him were 
past, Joseph spoke to the household of Pharaoh, 
saying, “If now I have found favor in your eyes, 
please speak in the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 5 ‘My 
father made me swear, saying, “I am about to die: in 
my tomb that I hewed out for myself in the land of 
Canaan, there shall you bury me.” Now therefore, let 
me please go up and bury my father. Then I will 
return.’” 6 And Pharaoh answered, “Go up, and bury 
your father, as he made you swear.” 7 So Joseph went 
up to bury his father. With him went up all the 
servants of Pharaoh, the elders of his household, and 
all the elders of the land of Egypt, 8 as well as all the 
household of Joseph, his brothers, and his father’s 
household. Only their children, their flocks, and their 
herds were left in the land of Goshen. 9 And there 
went up with him both chariots and horsemen. It was 
a very great company. 10 When they came to the 
threshing floor of Atad, which is beyond the Jordan, 
they lamented there with a very great and grievous  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

lamentation, and he made a mourning for his father 
seven days. 11 When the inhabitants of the land, the 
Canaanites, saw the mourning on the threshing floor 
of Atad, they said, “This is a grievous mourning by 
the Egyptians.” Therefore the place was named Abel-
mizraim; it is beyond the Jordan. 12 Thus his sons did 
for him as he had commanded them, 13 for his sons 
carried him to the land of Canaan and buried him in 
the cave of the field at Machpelah, to the east of 
Mamre, which Abraham bought with the field from 
Ephron the Hittite to possess as a burying place. 
14 After he had buried his father, Joseph returned to 
Egypt with his brothers and all who had gone up with 
him to bury his father. 

15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father 
was dead, they said, “It may be that Joseph will hate 
us and pay us back for all the evil that we did to him.” 
16 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your 
father gave this command before he died: 17 ‘Say to 
Joseph, “Please forgive the transgression of your 
brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.”’ 
And now, please forgive the transgression of the 
servants of the God of your father.” Joseph wept 
when they spoke to him. 18 His brothers also came and 
fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your 
servants.” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Do not fear, 
for am I in the place of God? 20 As for you, you meant 
evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it 
about that many people  should be kept alive, as they 
are today. 21 So do not fear; I will provide for you and 
your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke 
kindly to them. 

 
 
 

 


