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TIME OF REFLECTION 
“Joy, which was the small publicity of the pagan, is the gigantic secret of the 
Christian.”  

~G. K. Chesterton (1874-1936) 
 
“True wisdom consists in two things: Knowledge of God and Knowledge of Self.”  

~John Calvin (1509-1564) 
 
“Seek not to grow in knowledge chiefly for the sake of applause, and to enable you to 
dispute with others; but seek it for the benefit of your souls.”  

~Jonathan Edwards (1703-1753) 
 
“If we want to develop truly Christian maturity, we need above all a fresh and true 
vision of Jesus Christ—not least in his absolute supremacy, which Paul sets out in 
Colossians 1:15-20, one of the most sublime Christological passages in the whole New 
Testament.” 

~John Stott (1920-2011) 
 
“Men will allow God to be everywhere but on his throne. They will allow him to be in 
his workshop to fashion worlds and make stars. They will allow Him to be in His 
almonry to dispense His alms and bestow his bounties. They will allow Him to sustain 
the earth and bear up the pillars thereof, or light the lamps of heaven, or rule the waves 
of the ever-moving ocean; but when God ascends His throne, His creatures then gnash 
their teeth.”  

~Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892) 
 
“In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, which he lavished upon us, in all 
wisdom and insight making known to us the mystery of his will, according to his 
purpose, which he set forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all 
things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.” 

~Ephesians 1:7-10 (ESV) 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “Knowledge that Leads to Maturity” – Andrew Schuman 
  
SERMON PASSAGE – Colossians 1:9-23 (ESV)  

 
9 And so, from the day we heard, we 

have not ceased to pray for you, asking that 
you may be filled with the knowledge of his 
will in all spiritual wisdom and 
understanding, 10 so as to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, 
bearing fruit in every good work and 
increasing in the knowledge of God. 11 May 
you be strengthened with all power, 
according to his glorious might, for all 
endurance and patience with joy, 12 giving 
thanks to the Father, who has qualified you 
to share in the inheritance of the saints in 
light. 13 He has delivered us from the domain 
of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son, 14 in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

15 He is the image of the invisible God, 
the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all 
things were created, in heaven and on earth, 
visible and invisible, whether thrones or  

 

dominions or rulers or authorities— all things 
were created through him and for him. 17 And 
he is before all things, and in him all things 
hold together. 18 And he is the head of the 
body, the church. He is the beginning, the 
firstborn from the dead, that in everything he 
might be preeminent. 19 For in him all the 
fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace 
by the blood of his cross. 

21 And you, who once were alienated and 
hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has 
now reconciled in his body of flesh by his 
death, in order to present you holy and 
blameless and above reproach before him, 
23 if indeed you continue in the faith, stable 
and steadfast, not shifting from the hope of 
the gospel that you heard, which has been 
proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and 
of which I, Paul, became a minister. 

 

 
 


