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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 
“God had one Son on earth without sin, but never one without suffering.” 

~St. Augustine (354-430), bishop in North Africa 
 
“Jesus had the guilty in mind when He hung high and stretched out wide.... He, bare-bodied 
and face set on joy, became as a slaughtered lamb underneath the wrath of God... Didn’t He 
know that wrath was mine? It even had my name on it. But He knew... Without asking my 
permission, a good God had come to my rescue.”  

~Jackie Hill Perry, writer, poet and hip-hop artist 
 
“…a Christian is not so much a person who has solved the problem of pain, suffering and 
the coronavirus, but one who has come to love and trust a God who has himself suffered.” 

~John Lennox, profess at the University of Oxford 
 
“Wherever we see the Word of God purely preached and heard, there a church of God exists, 
even if it swarms with many faults.” 

~John Calvin (1509-1564), leader of the Protestant Reformation in Geneva 
 
“Sacraments are holy signs and seals of the covenant of grace, immediately instituted by 
God, to represent Christ, and His benefits; and to confirm our interest in Him: as also, to put 
a visible difference between those that belong unto the Church, and the rest of the world; 
and solemnly to engage them to the service of God in Christ, according to His Word. 
 
The grace which is exhibited in or by the sacraments rightly used, is not conferred by any 
power in them; neither doth the efficacy of a sacrament depend upon the piety or intention of 
him that doth administer it: but upon the work of the Spirit, and the word of institution, 
which contains, together with a precept authorizing the use thereof, a promise of benefit to 
worthy receivers.” 

~Westminster Confession of Faith (1646), Chapter 27 
 
“[Community] requires commitment to a certain social order—and, crucially, a place—that 
by definition must constrain individual choice. In return for security, support, and belonging, 
members surrender some of their freedom.” 

~Seth Kaplan, professor at John Hopkins University 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “An Explanation of the Lord’s Supper” – Pastor Don Willeman                      

SERMON PASSAGE – 1 Corinthians 11:17-34 (ESV) 
17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together it is not for the 

better but for the worse. 18 For, in the first place, when you come together as a church, I hear that there are 
divisions among you. And I believe it in part, 19 for there must be factions among you in order that those who 
are genuine among you may be recognized. 20 When you come together, it is not the Lord’s supper that you eat. 
21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you 
not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? 
What shall I say to you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night when he was 
betrayed took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it, and said, “This is my body, which is for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, “This cup is the 
new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat 
this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. 

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty 
concerning the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and 
drink of the cup. 29 For anyone who eats and drinks without discerning the body eats and drinks judgment on 
himself. 30 That is why many of you are weak and ill, and some have died. 31 But if we judged ourselves truly, 
we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged by the Lord, we are disciplined so that we may not be 
condemned along with the world. 

33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for one another— 34 if anyone is hungry, let 
him eat at home—so that when you come together it will not be for judgment. About the other things I will give 
directions when I come. 

 
 

 


