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TIME OF REFLECTION  

“Where Jesus is at work, healing, forgiving, welcoming people who were not welcome in 
any of the existing categories of Israelite life at the time—people who were never going to 
keep all the ritual laws or who had failed to be faithful to the moral law and needed 
restoration—there is what Jesus himself called ‘the finger of God’ at work.” 

~Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury, Tokens of Trust 

“Coolness might help in your negotiation with people through the world, maybe, but it is 
impossible to meet God with sunglasses on. It is impossible to meet God without abandon, 
without exposing yourself, being raw.” 

~Bono, lead singer of U2, Bono: In Conversation with Michka Assayas 

“But if the biblical story is true, the kind of certainty proper to a human being will be one 
which rests on the fidelity of God, not upon the competence of the human knower. It will 
be a kind of certainty which is inseparable from gratitude and trust.” 

~Lesslie Newbigin, Proper Confidence 

“Christians often find it hard to adopt the spiritual idiom of the New Testament—to think in 
terms, that is, of a cosmic struggle between good and evil, of Christ’s triumph over the 
principalities of this world, of the overthrow of hell. All Christians know, of course, that it 
is through God’s self-outpouring upon the cross that we are saved, and that we are made 
able by grace to participate in Christ’s suffering; but this should not obscure that other truth 
revealed at Easter: that the incarnate God enters ‘this cosmos’…to break the boundaries of 
fallen nature asunder, and to refashion creation after its ancient beauty—wherein neither sin 
nor death had any place.” 

~David Bentley Hart, Tsunami and Theodicy 

“All of my heroes sit up straight 
they stare at the ground, they radiate; 
Me, I’m mumbling in the kitchen for the sun to pay up 
lonely as a ring on a cold coffee cup 
I’m some sick hound, digging for bones, 
…if it weren’t for second chances, we’d all be alone.” 

~“Second Chances” by Gregory Alan Isakov 
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Worship through the Word 
 

SERMON – “The Disturbing Love of Jesus” – Drew Matter 

SERMON PASSAGE – Mark 5:1-20 (ESV) 
1 They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes. 2 And when Jesus had 

stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him out of the tombs a man with an unclean 
spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one could bind him anymore, not even with a 
chain, 4 for he had often been bound with shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, 
and he broke the shackles in pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day 
among the tombs and on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with 
stones. 6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out with 
a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I adjure 
you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come out of the man, you unclean 
spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He replied, “My name is Legion, for we are 
many.” 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 11 Now a great herd of 
pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, “Send us to the pigs; let us 
enter them.” 13 So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits came out and entered the pigs; 
and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed down the steep bank into the sea and 
drowned in the sea. 

14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see what it 
was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw the demon-possessed man, the one who 
had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in his right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those 
who had seen it described to them what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the 
pigs. 17 And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 18 As he was getting into the boat, 
the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with him. 19 And he 
did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell them how much the Lord 
has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 And he went away and began to proclaim 
in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him, and everyone marveled. 

 


