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TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“You know that those who are recognized as rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them; and their 
great men exercise authority over them. But it is not this way among you, but whoever wishes to 
become great among you shall be your servant; and whoever wishes to be first among you shall 
be slave of all. For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His 
life a ransom for many.” 

~Jesus in Mark 10:42-45 (NASB) 
 
“Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my 
joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In 
your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
 

Who, being in very nature God, 
    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
rather, he made himself nothing 
    by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 
And being found in appearance as a man, 
    he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross! 
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 
    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
    to the glory of God the Father.” 

~St. Paul in Philippians 2:1-11 (NIV) 
 
“Rats and roaches live by competition under the laws of supply and demand; it is the privilege 
of human beings to live under the laws of justice and mercy.”  

~Wendell Berry, writer and environmentalist 
 
“Sometimes feeling overwhelmed is part of what it means to be a Christian. You can’t bear 
somebody else’s burden unless you are taking something of their load and it’s weighing you 
down a little bit.” 

~Kevin DeYoung, American pastor and author 
 
“…once the heart is opened, the home is opened too.” 

~John Stott (1921-2011), English theologian 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “A Servant-Hearted Community” – Pastor Don Willeman 
  
SERMON PASSAGES – selections from Acts (NASB)  
 
Acts 2:42-47 

42 They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 

43 Everyone kept feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and signs were taking place 
through the apostles. 44 And all those who had believed were together and had all things in 
common; 45 and they began selling their property and possessions and were sharing them with 
all, as anyone might have need. 46 Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, they were taking their meals together with gladness and 
sincerity of heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding 
to their number day by day those who were being saved. 

 
Acts 4:32-37 

32 And the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and not one of 
them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property 
to them. 33 And with great power the apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, and abundant grace was upon them all. 34 For there was not a needy person among 
them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the 
sales 35 and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as any had need. 

36 Now Joseph, a Levite of Cyprian birth, who was also called Barnabas by the apostles 
(which translated means Son of Encouragement), 37 and who owned a tract of land, sold it and 
brought the money and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 

 

 


