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TIME OF REFLECTION  

 “Oh, what a tangled web we weave, when first we practice to deceive!” 
~Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832), Scottish novelist and historian 

 
“…man is an animal suspended in webs of significance he himself has spun…” 

~Clifford Geertz (1926-2006), noted American anthropologist 
 
“The greatest danger for a child, where religion is concerned, is not that his father or teacher 
should be an unbeliever, not even his being a hypocrite. No, the danger lies in their being 
pious and God-fearing, and in the child being convinced thereof, but that he should 
nevertheless notice that deep within there lies hidden a terrible unrest. The danger is that the 
child is provoked to draw a conclusion about God, that God is not infinite love.” 

~Søren Kierkegaard (1813-1835), Danish philosopher 
and theologian, in a journal entry  

 
“Our pride and desire to be seen a certain way prevent us from living the life God desires for 
us.”  
 
“There is, however, and thankfully, a remedy for all our fears. That remedy comes as a 
person, and the means through which He provides the comfort, along with the Holy Spirit, is 
through His Word. To fight our fears, we will look at God’s sovereignty and love and watch 
our fears dissipate as we apply God’s Word to our lives. The very thing we are holding on to 
(control) is, ironically, the thing we most need to let go of.”  

~Trillia J. Newbell, Fear and Faith: Finding the Peace Your Heart Craves 
  
“Christianity, it turned out, looked nothing like the caricature I once held…. God wants 
broken people, not self-righteous ones. And salvation is not about us earning our way to 
some place in the clouds through good works. On the contrary; there is nothing we can do to 
reconcile ourselves to God. As a historian, this made profound sense to me. I was too aware 
of the cycles of poverty, violence and injustice in human history to think that some utopian 
design of our own, scientific or otherwise, might save us.” 

~Dr. Sarah Irving-Stonebraker (PhD, Cambridge) Australian historian 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “Jacob the Schemer in God’s Grand Scheme” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Selected passages from Genesis (ESV)  

Genesis 25 
21 And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, 

because she was barren. And the LORD granted his 
prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 The 
children struggled together within her, and she said, 
“If it is thus, why is this happening to me?” So she 
went to inquire of the LORD. 23 And the LORD said 
to her, 

“Two nations are in your womb, 
and two peoples from within you  
shall be divided; 
the one shall be stronger than the other, 
the older shall serve the younger.” 
24 When her days to give birth were completed, 

behold, there were twins in her womb. 25 The first 
came out red, all his body like a hairy cloak, so they 
called his name Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came 
out with his hand holding Esau’s heel, so his name 
was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when 
she bore them. 

27 When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful 
hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet 
man, dwelling in tents. 28 Isaac loved Esau because 
he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
 
Genesis 28 

10 Jacob left Beersheba and went toward Haran. 
11 And he came to a certain place and stayed there 
that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of 
the stones of the place, he put it under his head and 
lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed, 
and behold, there was a ladder set up on the earth, 
and the top of it reached to heaven. And behold, the 
angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 
13 And behold, the Lord stood above it and said, “I  
 
 
 
 
 
 

am the Lord, the God of Abraham your father and 
the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie I will 
give to you and to your offspring. 14 Your offspring 
shall be like the dust of the earth, and you shall 
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the 
north and to the south, and in you and your offspring 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed. 15 

Behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever 
you go, and will bring you back to this land. For I 
will not leave you until I have done what I have 
promised you.” 
 
Genesis 32 

22 The same night [Jacob] arose and took his 
two wives, his two female servants, and his eleven 
children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He 
took them and sent them across the stream, and 
everything else that he had. 24 And Jacob was left 
alone. And a man wrestled with him until the 
breaking of the day. 25 When the man saw that he 
did not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip 
socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for 
the day has broken.” But Jacob said, “I will not let 
you go unless you bless me.” 27 And he said to him, 
“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then 
he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, 
but Israel, for you have striven with God and with 
men, and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, 
“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it 
that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. 
30 So Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, 
saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet 
my life has been delivered.” 31 The sun rose upon 
him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 
 


