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TIME OF REFLECTION  
 

“The church is the earthly center from which the full lordship of Christ becomes visible.”  

~Oscar Cullmann (1902-1999), Basel and Paris-based theologian 

 

“In the hymn [of Philippians 2:5-11] the Church is caught up from earth to heaven, from 

the scene of conflict and duress into the presence of the all-conquering Lord, from the harsh 

realities of what is to the glorious prospect of what will be, because it is so already in God’s 

sight.”  

~Ralph P. Martin (1925-2013), British New Testament scholar 

 

“To disagree well you must first understand well. You have to read deeply, listen carefully, 

watch closely. You need to grant your adversary moral respect; give him the intellectual 

benefit of doubt; have sympathy for his motives and participate empathically with his line 

of reasoning. And you need to allow for the possibility that you might yet be persuaded of 

what he has to say.” 

~Brett Stephens, Pulitzer Prize winning journalist 

 

“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have 

this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus…” 

~St. Paul in Philippians 2:4-5 (ESV) 

 

“This is that mystery which is rich in divine grace unto sinners: wherein by a wonderful 

exchange, our sins are no longer ours but Christ’s; and the righteousness of Christ is not 

Christ’s but ours. He has emptied himself of his righteousness that he might clothe us in it, 

and fill us with it: and he has taken our evils upon himself that he might deliver us from 

them.” 

~Martin Luther (1483-1546), famed German reformer 
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Worship through the Word 

SERMON – “The Community of Christmas” – Pastor Don Willeman 

SERMON PASSAGE – Philippians 2:1-14 (NASB)  

 
1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in 

Christ, if there is any consolation of love, if there 

is any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and 

compassion, 2 make my joy complete by being of 

the same mind, maintaining the same love, united 

in spirit, intent on one purpose. 3 Do nothing from 

selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of 

mind regard one another as more important than 

yourselves; 4 do not merely look out for your own 

personal interests, but also for the interests of 

others. 5 Have this attitude in yourselves which 

was also in Christ Jesus, 6 who, although He 

existed in the form of God, did not regard equality 

with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied 

Himself, taking the form of a bond-servant, and 

being made in the likeness of men. 8 Being 
found in appearance as a man, He humbled  

 

 

Himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even death on a cross. 9 For this reason also, 

God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him 

the name which is above every name, 10 so that at 

the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those 

who are in heaven and on earth and under the 

earth, 11 and that every tongue will confess that 

Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 

Father. 
12 So then, my beloved, just as you have 

always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but 

now much more in my absence, work out your 

salvation with fear and trembling; 13 for it is God 

who is at work in you, both to will and to work for 

His good pleasure. 
14 Do all things without grumbling or 

disputing; 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


