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TIME OF REFLECTION 
“And the world cannot be discovered by a journey of miles, no matter how long, but 
only by a spiritual journey, a journey of one inch, very arduous and humbling and 
joyful, by which we arrive at the ground at our own feet, and learn to be at home.”  

~Wendell Berry, The Unforeseen Wilderness: Kentucky’s Red River Gorge 
 
“Success in life is founded upon attention to the small things rather than to the large 
things;  to the every day things nearest to us rather than to the things that are remote 
and uncommon.” 

~Booker T. Washington (1856-1915), American educator, author, and orator 
 
“We are all serving a life sentence in the dungeon of the self.” 

~Cyril Connolly (1903-1974), English author and literary critic  
 
“We take our bearings, daily, from others.  To be sane is, to a great extent, to be 
sociable.” 

 ~John Updike (1932-2009), American novelist 
 
“Saints cannot exist without a community, as they require, like all of us, nurturance by 
a people who, while often unfaithful, preserve the habits necessary to learn the story of 
God.”  

~Stanley Hauerwas, named “America’s Best Theologian” by Time Magazine 
 
“Learn to know Christ and him crucified. Learn to sing to him, and say, ‘Lord Jesus, 
you are my righteousness, I am your sin. You have taken upon yourself what is mine 
and given me what is yours. You have become what you were not so that I might 
become what I was not.” 

~Martin Luther (1483-1546), religious reformer 
 
“Arguments of course are no substitute for the work of the Holy Spirit. But then trust in 
the Holy Spirit is no substitute for arguments either. We must never set them over 
against each other as alternatives. No, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit of truth, and he 
brings people to faith in Jesus not in spite of the evidence, but because of the evidence, 
when he opens their minds to attend to it.” 

~ John Stott (1921-2011), noted British theologian and pastor 
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Worship through the Word 
 
SERMON – “Summary of Acts: The Mission of God” – Pastor Don Willeman 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – selections from Acts (NASB)  
Acts 1 

1 The first account I composed, Theophilus, about all that Jesus began to do and teach, 
2 until the day when He was taken up to heaven, after He had by the Holy Spirit given orders to 
the apostles whom He had chosen…. 6 So when they had come together, they were asking Him, 
saying, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is 
not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 8 but you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 

 
Acts 14- Paul’s First Missionary Journey 

20 But while the disciples stood around him, [Paul] got up and entered the city. The next day 
he went away with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 After they had preached the gospel to that city and had 
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening 
the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying, “Through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” 23 When they had appointed elders for them in 
every church, having prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom they had 
believed. 

 
Acts 19- Paul in Ephesus 

8 And [Paul] entered the synagogue and continued speaking out boldly for three months, 
reasoning and persuading them about the kingdom of God. 9 But when some were becoming 
hardened and disobedient, speaking evil of the Way before the people, he withdrew from them 
and took away the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of Tyrannus. 10 This took place for 
two years, so that all who lived in Asia heard the word of the Lord, both Jews and Greeks. 

 
Acts 16- Paul in Philippi 

12 … from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia, a Roman 
colony; and we were staying in this city for some days. 13 And on the Sabbath day…we sat down 
and began speaking to the women who had assembled. 14 A woman named Lydia, from the city 
of Thyatira, a seller of purple fabrics, a worshiper of God, was listening; and the Lord opened 
her heart to respond to the things spoken by Paul.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


