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TIME OF REFLECTION  
  
“The issue of prayer is not prayer; the issue of prayer is God.”  

~Abraham Joshua Heschel (1907-1972),  
Polish-born American rabbi and theologian 

 
“True prayer is neither a mere mental exercise nor a vocal performance. It is far deeper than 
that—it is spiritual transaction with the Creator of Heaven and Earth.” 
 
“In prayer, we stand where angels bow with veiled faces. There, even there, the cherubim 
and seraphim adore before that selfsame throne to which our prayers ascend. And shall we 
come there with stunted requests and narrow, contracted faith?”  

~Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892), famed London preacher 
  
“Never was a faithful prayer lost. Some prayers have a longer voyage than others, but then 
they return with their richer lading at last, so that the praying soul is a gainer by waiting for 
an answer.”  

~William Gurnall (1617-1679), English author and Anglican clergyman 
 

“Prayer causes things to happen, that would not happen if we do not pray.” 
~John Piper, pastor and author 

 
“The story of Christian reformation, revival, and renaissance underscores that the darkest 
hour is often just before the dawn, so we should always be people of hope and prayer, not 
gloom and defeatism. God the Holy Spirit can turn the situation around in five minutes.”  

~Os Guinness, English author and social critic 
 
“The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.” 

~Proverbs 11:25 
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Worship through the Word 
 

SERMON – “The Authority of Prayer” – Pastor Don Willeman 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Selected Passages (NASB) 
 
John 14  

12 Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes 
in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and 
greater works than these he will do; because I go 
to the Father. 13 Whatever you ask in My name, 
that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified 
in the Son. 14 If you ask Me anything in My name, 
I will do it. 

 
John 15  

5 I am the vine, you are the branches; he who 
abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, 
for apart from Me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone 
does not abide in Me, he is thrown away as a 
branch and dries up; and they gather them, and 
cast them into the fire and they are burned. 7 If 
you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
8 My Father is glorified by this, that you bear 
much fruit, and so prove to be My disciples. 

 
15 No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave 

does not know what his master is doing; but I  

have called you friends, for all things that I have 
heard from My Father I have made known to you. 
16 You did not choose Me but I chose you, and 
appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, 
and that your fruit would remain, so that 
whatever you ask of the Father in My name He 
may give to you. 

 
John 16  

5 But now I am going to Him who sent Me; 
and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are You 
going?’ 6 But because I have said these things to 
you, sorrow has filled your heart. 7 But I tell you 
the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away; 
for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come 
to you; but if I go, I will send Him to you. 

 
Ephesians 3  

20 Now to Him who is able to do far more 
abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works within us, 21 to 
Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
to all generations forever and ever. Amen.  

 
  


