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TIME OF REFLECTION  
“Whosoever, then, would live a life of persevering holiness, let him keep his eye fixed on 
the Savior.”  

~Robert Murray M’Cheyne (1813-1843), Scottish minister 
 
“The weaker we feel, the harder we lean. And the harder we lean, the stronger we grow 
spiritually, even while our bodies waste away.” 

~J.I. Packer, British-born, Canadian theologian 
 
“The greatest test of whether the holiness we profess to seek or to attain is truth and life will 
be whether it produces an increasing humility in us. In man, humility is the one thing needed 
to allow God’s holiness to dwell in him and shine through him. The chief mark of 
counterfeit holiness is lack of humility. The holiest will be the humblest.” 

~Andrew Murray (1828-1917), African-born Christian minister 
 
“…but as he who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, since it is written, 
‘You shall be holy, for I am holy.’” 

~1 Peter 1:15-16 (ESV) 
 
“One of the consequences of sin is that it makes the sinner pity himself instead of causing 
him to turn to God. One of the first signs of new life is that the individual takes sides with 
God against himself.”  

~Donald Grey Barnhouse (1895-1960), pastor and theologian 
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Worship through the Word 
 

SERMON – “The Price of Purity” – Dr. Jerry McFarland, Senior Associate Minister at  
Tenth Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia  

 
SERMON PASSAGE – Acts 5:1-11 (ESV)  
 

1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife 
Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2 and with 
his wife’s knowledge he kept back for himself 
some of the proceeds and brought only a part of 
it and laid it at the apostles’ feet. 3 But Peter 
said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart 
to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back for 
yourself part of the proceeds of the land? 
4 While it remained unsold, did it not remain 
your own? And after it was sold, was it not at 
your disposal? Why is it that you have 
contrived this deed in your heart? You have not 
lied to man but to God.” 5 When Ananias heard 
these words, he fell down and breathed his last. 
And great fear came upon all who heard of it. 
6 The young men rose and wrapped him up and  

carried him out and buried him. 
7 After an interval of about three hours his 

wife came in, not knowing what had happened. 
8 And Peter said to her, “Tell me whether you 
sold the land for so much.” And she said, “Yes, 
for so much.” 9 But Peter said to her, “How is it 
that you have agreed together to test the Spirit 
of the Lord? Behold, the feet of those who have 
buried your husband are at the door, and they 
will carry you out.” 10 Immediately she fell 
down at his feet and breathed her last. When 
the young men came in they found her dead, 
and they carried her out and buried her beside 
her husband. 11 And great fear came upon the 
whole church and upon all who heard of these 
things. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 


