
 December 31, 2023 - Order of Worship 
 
 

TIME OF REFLECTION 
 

 “Gather ‘round, ye children, come 
Listen to the old, old story 

Of the pow’r of death undone 
By an infant born of glory 
Son of God, Son of Man. 

  
So sing out with joy for the brave little boy 

Who was God, but He made Himself nothing 
He gave up His pride and He came here to die like a man.” 

~ Andrew Peterson, “Gather ‘Round, Ye Children, Come” 
  
“Now the same Spirit dwelling in Christ’s heart in heaven, that does in yours here, and always 
working in his heart first for you, and then in yours by commission from him; rest assured, 
therefore, that that Spirit stirs up in him bowels of mercy infinitely larger towards you than you 
can have unto yourselves.” 

~ Thomas Goodwin, The Heart of Christ in Heaven Towards Sinners on Earth  
  
“As Bunyan says, describing his first and illusory conversion, ‘I thought there was no man in 
England that pleased God better than I.’ Beaten out of this, we next offer our own humility to 
God’s admiration. Surely He’ll like that? Or if not that, our clear-sighted and humble recognition 
that we still lack humility. Thus, depth beneath depth and subtlety within subtlety, there remains 
some lingering idea of our own, our very own, attractiveness. It is easy to acknowledge, but 
almost impossible to realize for long, that we are mirrors whose brightness, if we are bright, is 
wholly derived from the sun that shines upon us. Surely we must have a little - however little - 
native luminosity?” 

~ C.S. Lewis, The Four Loves 
  
“If more of us valued food and cheer and song above hoarded gold, it would be a merrier 
world.” 

~ Thorin Oakenshield in The Hobbit, by J.R.R. Tolkien 
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Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “What Does the Lord Require of You?” – Ryan Bouton 

SERMON PASSAGE – Micah 6:1-8 (ESV) 
1 Hear what the LORD says: 
  Arise, plead your case before the mountains, 
  and let the hills hear your voice. 
2 Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, 
  and you enduring foundations of the earth, 
  for the LORD has an indictment against his people, 
  and he will contend with Israel. 
3 “O my people, what have I done to you? 
  How have I wearied you? Answer me! 
4 For I brought you up from the land of Egypt 
  and redeemed you from the house of slavery, 
  and I sent before you Moses, 
  Aaron, and Miriam. 
5 O my people, remember what Balak king of Moab devised, 
  and what Balaam the son of Beor answered him, 
  and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, 
  that you may know the righteous acts of the LORD.” 
6 “With what shall I come before the LORD, 
  and bow myself before God on high? 
  Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
  with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
  with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
  Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
  the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?” 
8 He has told you, O man, what is good; 
  and what does the LORD require of you 
  but to do justice, and to love kindness,  
  and to walk humbly with your God? 

 

 

 

 

 

 


