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TIME OF REFLECTION 
 
“The Son of God became man so that men might become sons of God.” 

~Athanasius, 4th century church leader and Bishop of Alexandria 
 
“If Jesus didn’t come, the story of Christmas is one more moral paradigm to crush you. If Jesus didn’t 
come, I wouldn’t want to be anywhere around these Christmas stories that say we need to be 
sacrificing, we need to be humble, we need to be loving. All that will do is crush you into the ground, 
because if it isn’t true that John saw Him, heard Him, felt Him, that Jesus really came to do these 
things, then Christmas is depressing.” 

~Tim Keller, Author and retired pastor at Redeemer Presbyterian Church New York City 
 
“O little town of Bethlehem how still we see thee lie. Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent 
stars go by. Yet in thy dark street shineth, the everlasting light. The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight.”  

~Phillips Brooks, 19th century minister and author of the  
Christmas hymn “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 
“If the genealogy of Jesus comes as a stinging rebuke to human pride, it can also come to us as a 
gentle solace to whatever we have experienced at the hands of human devastation and dysfunction.” 

~Scotty Smith founding pastor of Christ Community Church of Franklin, TN 
 

“God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world 
to shame the strong. He chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things and the things 
that are not, to nullify the things that are, so that no man may boast before Him.” 

~1 Corinthians 1:27-29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Worship through the Word 
SERMON – “The Genesis of Jesus” –  Noah Crane 
 
SERMON PASSAGE – Matthew 1:1-16 (ESV) 
 

1 The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son 
of David, the son of Abraham. 

2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the 
father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of Judah and his 
brothers, 3 and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by 
Tamar, and Perez the father of Hezron, and Hezron the 
father of Ram, 4 and Ram the father of Amminadab, and 
Amminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the 
father of Salmon, 5 and Salmon the father of Boaz by 
Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth, and Obed 
the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of David the 
king. 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife 
of Uriah, 7 and Solomon the father of Rehoboam, and 
Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father 
of Asaph, 8 and Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and 
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the father  

of Uzziah, 9 and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and 
Jotham the father of Ahaz, and Ahaz the father of 
Hezekiah, 10 and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and 
Manasseh the father of Amos, and Amos the father of 
Josiah, 11 and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and his 
brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah 
was the father of Shealtiel, and Shealtiel the father of 
Zerubbabel, 13 and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and 
Abiud the father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of 
Azor, 14 and Azor the father of Zadok, and Zadok the 
father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15 and 
Eliud the father of Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of 
Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob 
the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom 
Jesus was born, who is called Christ. 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 


