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TIME OF REFLECTION  
  

“God also cheers when we come to him with our wobbling, unsteady prayers. Jesus does 

not say, ‘Come to me, all you who have learned how to concentrate in prayer, whose minds 

no longer wander, and I will give you rest.’” 

~Paul Miller, A Praying Life  

  

“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The 

Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed thus: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, 

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give 

tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes 

to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ I tell you, this 

man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts 

himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”  

~Luke 18:10-14 

  

“God made us: invented us as a man invents an engine. A car is made to run on petrol, and 

it would not run properly on anything else. Now God designed the human machine to run 

on Himself. He Himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to burn, or the food our spirits 

were designed to feed on. There is no other.” 

~C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 
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Worship through the Word 
 

SERMON – “The Attitude of Prayer” – Ryan Bouton 

 

SERMON PASSAGE – Matthew 7:7-23 (ESV)  
 

7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and 

you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 
8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one 

who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will 

be opened. 9 Or which one of you, if his son asks 

him for bread, will give him a stone? 10 Or if he 

asks for a fish, will give him a serpent? 11 If you 

then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts 

to your children, how much more will your 

Father who is in heaven give good things to those 

who ask him! 
12 “So whatever you wish that others would 

do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and 

the Prophets. 
13 “Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is 

wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, 

and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate 

is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, 

and those who find it are few. 

15 “Beware of false prophets, who come to 

 

 

you in sheep’s clothing but inwardly are ravenous 

wolves. 16 You will recognize them by their fruits. 

Are grapes gathered from thorn bushes, or figs 

from thistles? 17 So, every healthy tree bears good 

fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. 18 A 

healthy tree cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a 

diseased tree bear good fruit. 19 Every tree that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown 

into the fire. 20 Thus you will recognize them by 

their fruits. 
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the 

one who does the will of my Father who is in 

heaven. 22 On that day many will say to me, 

‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 

and cast out demons in your name, and do many 

mighty works in your name?’ 23 And then will I 

declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from 

me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 
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