June 21, 2020

TIME OF REFLECTION

"No man can hinder our private addresses to God; every man can build a chapel in his breast,
himself the priest, his heart the sacrifice, and the earth he treads on, the altar.”
~Jeremy Taylor

“To love God with heart and soul and mind and strength... is the first and greatest
commandment, so the first and greatest sin is not to love God with heart and soul and mind and
strength. For this there is no remedy, save what God himself has provided—in love.”

~D.A. Carson

“...a loving soul wants fresh food every day from the table of Christ. And you who have once
had the kisses of His mouth, though you remember the past kisses with delight, yet want daily
fresh tokens of His love.”

~Charles Spurgeon, sermon on “The Church’s Love To Her Loving Lord"

"If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come
to him and make our home with him."
~Jesus (Jn. 14:23)

"When we are securely rooted in personal intimacy with the source of life, it will be possible to
remain flexible without being relativistic, convinced without being rigid, willing to confront
without being offensive, gentle and forgiving without being soft, and true witnesses without
being manipulative.”

~Henri Nouwen (1932-1996), Dutch Catholic priest, professor, writer and theologian



Worship through the Word

SERMON - “Intimacy with God” — Chris Audino
SERMON PASSAGE - Selections from James (ESV)

James 1

5If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it
will be given him. ¢ But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the
sea that is driven and tossed by the wind. ” For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything
from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways... " Every good gift and every perfect
gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due
to change.

James 2

18 But someone will say, “You have faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your
works, and | will show you my faith by my works. ¥ You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the
demons believe—and shudder! 2° Do you want to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from
works is useless? 2t Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on
the altar? 22 You see that faith was active along with his works, and faith was completed by his
works; 22 and the Scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as
righteousness”—and he was called a friend of God.

James 4

4You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity
with God? Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God. ®Or do
you suppose it is to no purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the spirit that he has
made to dwell in us? ® But he gives more grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives
grace to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. & Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners, and purify your
hearts, you double-minded. ° Be wretched and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning
and your joy to gloom. * Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.

James 5

11 Behold, we consider those blessed who remained steadfast. You have heard of the steadfastness of
Job, and you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and merciful... s
anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise. 1* Is anyone among
you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him...



